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Pray with the Winderſtanding TY 
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PRAYER 


From I Cor, 14, x5. 


Wherein is briefly diſcovered, 
1, What Prayer 18. 


3, What it is to Pray with the Spunt, 
and with the Underſtanding alſo, 
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2. What it is to Pray with the Spirit, li 
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[ will pra with the Spirit, and I 
will pay with the Underſtanding 


alſo. 
RAYER is an Ordinance of 


in Publick and Private ; yea, 
ſuch an Ordinance, as bings 


in, into great familiarity with God ;z 


nd is alſo ſo prevalent an ation, that. . ; 
tgetteth of God, both for the perſon -Þ 


k 
z 


God, and that to-be uſed both 


WE | 


A 


that prayeth , and for them. that. are i 


prayed for, great things, It 1s the open = | 
eof the heart of God, and'a means by | 

which the ſoul, though empty,is filled. 
By Prayer the Chriſtian can open his "MF 
heart to God as toa Friend, and ob- 
tin freſh” reftimony of Gods Friend=/, 
ſhip to him. I might ſpend many: words” > 
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plivate Prayer 3 2s alſo between the 
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We 4 T7mill praywith the Spirit, &c, ff - 

! inthe Heart, and- that with a vocal 

| Voice : Something alſo might be ſpo 
ken to diſtinguiſh between the Gift 
and Graces of Prayer ; but eſchewins 
this method, my buſineſs ſhall be: 
this time, only to ſhew you the ver 
heart of Prayer, without which all you 
lifting up, both of hands,and eyes, an 
voices, Will be to no purpoſe at all. 

 willpray with the Spirit. 
+ The method that I ſhall goin at thi 
time, ſhall be, 
-* Firſt, To thew you what true Praye 
__ | 


Secondly, To ſhew you what it is t( 
pray with the Spirit, : 
Thirdly, What it is to pray witl 
the Spirit, and Underſtanding alſo, 
And ſo, Fourthly,to make ſome tho! 
- .Uſeand Application of what (hall 
" Tpoken. 
| I. What Prayer ts, 


 Forthe fr, What Prayer is. us 
*, Prayer is a fincere, ſenfible, afeAi_F2 

ate pouring out of the heart or ſoup! © 
| | (1H 


Lui p pray wich be Spike, Ie. - 3” 
Þ God through ChtiRt, in the Rrength 
nd aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit,for ſuch 
things as God hath promiſed, or ac-- 
cording to the Word, for the 200d of * 
ihe Church, with ſubmiſſion, in \ Faith, 
«ro the will of God. 
12 this Deſcription are theſe ſeven' - 
Ind pes. 
. Itis a ſincere, 
2, A ſenſible, 
An affeRionate pouring out of + 
e ſoul to God through Chritt , >.” nl 
4, By the frength or aNitance of 4 
he Spirit, it 
5. For ſuch things as God back pro- 
niſed, or according to his Word, 
6, For the 000d of the Church, 
7, With ſubmiſſion i in Faith tO the”. | 
Will of God. . 1 F 
For the firſ# of theſe; I # a fucere* Þ | 
pouring out of the ſoul to God, <1 3 
Sincerity is ſuch a Grace-2s runs 
tirough all the Graces of God in us,' 'ÞÞ 
Ind through all the actings of a Chri>. F 
ian, and hath the ſway i in. them too," | 
[elle their —_ are not-any thing” | 
A-3 Fen | 
oF | 


"6 I wilpraywiththe Spirit, &c, 
regarded of God, and ſo of and in PrayFYhis 
er, of which particularly David ſpeak 
eh, When he mentioneth Prayer, Pſal 
66, 17,18, I cryed unto the Lord with 
my mouth, and he was extolled with ml 
rongute. If 1 regard iniquity tn my heart 
the Lord will not hear my prayer, Pial. 17h; 
x,2,3,4, Part of ths exerciſe of Pray 
er iS /ncerity, Without which God look 
notupon 1t as Prayer 1n a good ſenſe 
Then ſhall you ſeck me and find me, whe 
you ſhall ſearch for me with your wholl 
heart, Jer. 29, 12, 13, | 
| The want of this made the Lord rel 
zect their prayers in Hof. 7. 14. where 
he ſaith, They have not cryed unto ml 
F with their heart ( that is, in ſincerity) 
when they howled. upon their Leds, But 
For a pretence,for a ſhew,in hypocrifie 
- to be-ſeen of men, and applauded for 
+ the ſame, they pray. | 
| - S:mcerity Was that Which Chriſt com- 
| mended in Nathamel,when he was un 
der the fig-tree ; Behold an [ſraclite w 
| deed, 1n whom there i no guile, P10da 
_ bly this good man was pouring ng 
| - : [ 


1 will pray with the Spirit, 8c. = ©: 
is ſoul-to.God in Prayer under the fig- 
nee, and that in a fincere and unfained 
pirit before the Lord, The Prayer that: 
Mhath this in it, as one of the principal 
neredients, is the Prayer that God 
boks at. Thus, the Prayer of the Up- 
nobt zs his delight, Prov, 15, 8. - 

And why mult S:zcer:ty be one of the * 
(Yrfſentizls of Prayer, which is accepted 
if God, but becauſe ſincerity carries the 
foul in all fimplicity to open its heart 
Ato God, and to tell him the cafe-plain- 
ly without equivocation 3 to condemn _ 
t ſelf plainly. without difſembling.;.to- 


IFcry to God heartily,. without comple- I 
Witzenting. 1 have ſurely beard Ephraim - Wl 
moaning himſelf thus : Thou bait cba- 
lized me,and I was chaſtized, as a bullock, Wal 
maccuſtomed to the yoak,, Jer. 31. 18.. 


Sincerit p-is the ſame in a corner alone,. I 


81t is before the face of all-the world. YN 
Mt knows not how to wear two vizards, . 
one for an appearance before men, and 
mother for 4 ſhort ſnatch'in a corner ;* } 

but it muſt have God, and be with hich 


\the duty of Prayer.. It” is- not 11p- I 
k | A 4 labour 


be 


8  Imillpray with the Spirit, &c, 
' labour that it doth regard, for it is the 
heart that God looks at,and that Whic 
fsncerity looks at,and that waich Prayer 
. comes from, if it bs that-Prayer whic 
is accompanied with fncerity, 

Secondly, Ic 1s a fincere and ſerſibit 
pour:ng out cf the heart or ſoul, Tri, 
not, as many take it to be, even afe 
babling, prating, complementory ex 
prefſions, but a ſexfble feeling there i 
n the heart, Prayer hath init a ſen 
jibleneſs of divers things : Sometime 
fence of ſin, ſometimes of mercy re 
ceived, ſometimes <> the readineſs of 
God to give mercy, &c, 


Firſt, a ſence of the want of mercy 


| by reaſon of the danger of fin. The 
ſoul, I ſay, feels, and from feeling, 


4 fighs, groans, and breaks at the heatt 
| For night Prayer bubleth out of the 


heart when it is overpreſſed with grict 
and bitterneſs, as blood is forced oit 
of the fleſh by reaſon of ſome heav 
burthen that lyeth upon it, x Sam. 1 
* 10, "David roars, cryes, Weeps, faints 
| . at the heart, fails at the eyes, a 
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Z mill pray wuth the Spirit <OCC, 


the | iy bi 
hich] bis moiſture, &'c. Pſal, 69.3. & 38. | 
zyelif 8,910. Hezekzah mourns like a dove, 
hichY /a. 38. 14. Ephraim bemoans himſelf, 


rr, 31,48, Peter Weeps bitterly, Mat. 
{bid 26. 57. Chriſt hath ( Heb. 5.7.) ſtrong 
'Mcryings and tears; and all this from a 
Fence of the juſtice of God, the guilt of 
in, the pains of Hell and deſtruction. 
The ſorrows of Death compaſſed me about, 
the pains of Hell got hold upon me,” and I 
ned found trouble and ſorrow, Then cried F Wl 
reÞ #*to the Lord, Pſal, 116.3, 4. Andin th 
$ ol another place, Pſa/.77, 2, My ſoreran | 
mihe mght. Again, Pſal.. 38.6, I am Wl 

cy, towed down greatly, 1 go mourning all the Wl 
[ hel oy /ong, In all rhzſe inflances and-in All 
ng undreds more that might be named,, | 
ut jou may ſes that Prayer cartiethinita I 
the ſenfible feeling diſpoſition, and that iſ 
net fiſt from a ſence of fin. tl il 
ou 2dly, Sometimes there is: a ſweet 
VIE ſence of mercy received; encouraging,. Wi 
1. comforting, ſtrengthening,enlivenine, NM 
nts enliohtening mercy, &c.. tt 
Thus David pours out his-ſoul to bleſs: ff 
Wd praiſe, and admire the great God 
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To Uwill pray wth the Spirit, &e, 
# for his loving kindneſs to ſuch poor 
vile wretches, Pſal.103.1,2. Bleſs the 
Lord,O my foul, and all that ts within me 
bleſs his holy Name. Bleſs the Lord,Omy 
foal, and forget not all his benefits. Who 
forgroeth all ah mgquities, who healtth 
all thy diſeaſes, and crowneth thee with 
It Clouing kindneſs and tender mercics; wha 
| redeemeth thy life from deſiruttion, wh 
:-. ſatisfyeth thy mouth with good things, ſo 
If Zhat thy youth is renewed as the Eagles, 
If Ard thus is the Prayer of Saints ſome- 
| times turned into praiſe and thank(- 
oiving, and yet are Prayers ſtill. {l 
Thus # a Myſtery, Gods people prayſ'0! 
with their praiſes,as it is written, Phil, £60 
4.6, Be careful for nothing, but in every! 
thing by Prayer, with ſupplication and ihe 
thanksgiving, let your requeſts be mad 
known to God. A: ſenfible thankſgivingWW0t 
| for mercies received, z a mighty Pray-fſſ cou 
Mer in the fight of God ; it prevails with'o « 
I Him unſpeakably. 
| 3dly, In Prayer, there is ſometimes 
# 3n the toul a ſence of Mercy to be 1e- 
W ceived. This again ſets.the foul all or 
0 | f; a flame 
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1 mill pray with the Spirit; &c, 1t | 
:fl.me. Thou; O Lord God { faith Da 
vid, 2.Sam. 7,27.) haſt revealed unto 
1} th) Sirwak, ſaying, - 1 pvill bucld thee an 
houſe ; therefore hath thy Servant fond: 
[17 heart to pray unto thee, il 
b= This provoked Jacob, David, Daniel; 1 
þE with others,even a ſence of Merciesto: 'N 
ho be received, as you may ſee, Ger. 32. If 
bo, 10, it, 12, Das. 9, 2, 3, 4. Which - 
{o cauſed them, not by-firs and ſtarts, nor”. } 
5 Wiet in a foolith frothy way.to babble - i 
e- over a few words: wiitten in a paper 3: ff 
C. but mightily, fervently, and.continu+' 

ly, to groan out their conditions b2=- WAIY 
ay{iore the Lord, as being ſenſible; ſer-- 
1, Wfble, I ſay, of their wants, their, mi-- 
17 cry, and the willingneſs: of God | 
ad bew mercy. - bl} 
4: A 200d ſerice of in ; and the wrath] 
ol of God, With ſome en-- | | 
7-© couragement from God * Se M. For 
tho come unto him, 'is a © þ# cirdteneſ2 if 
detter Common-Prajer=- the Maſs, TH 
W Bock: than that which+_ the laft - Vo 
Is taken out: of the Pa- /anms of T7% 
pitical- * Maſs-Book.;  — 
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| x2 UTwillpraywith the Spirit, &c. 


b2ing the Scraps and Fragments of the 


[F/ devices of ſome Popes, ſome Friars, 
|] and I wot not what, 


3. Prayer is a ſincere, ſenſible, and 


I}, 4 affetionate pouring out of the ſoul to 
9; God. O. the heat, ſtrength, life, vi- 


gor, and affeft;on that is in right Pray- 


As the Hart panteth after the Water- 


W brooks, ſo. longeth my ſoul after thee, O 


God, Pal, 42.1, 1 have longed for thy 
Precepts ; 1 have longed after thy Salua- 
tzon, Plal, 119,40. My ſoul longeth, 
yea, fainteth. for the Courts of the Lord ; 


' my heart and. my fleſh eryeth out for the 


lving.God, Pſal.84..2,, My ſoul break 


eh for the longing that it hath unto thy tle 
" Judgments at all times, Pſal. 119. 20, Wir 


Mk yehere, My ſoul longeth, it long-f 
gh, it longeth, &c. Oh. what affeQtion 


þ is here diſcovered in- Prayer ! 


The. l1kz yo have in Danel,Dav.9. 


| 39. O: Lord-hear, O Lord forgive, Offi 
Wt Z2rd bearken and do; defer not for thy Wn 
| Names ſake, O. my Gol, Every ſylla-W 

& ble carnetb.a mighty veheaercy 10.1. 


This MW: 
#0 

39 "m. 
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I mill pray with the Spirit, &c, - v3 
This is called the fervenr,-or the 
ring Prayer, by James, Jam, 5.And 
again, Like 22, 44+ And being in an 
lrony he prayed moſt earneſily ; or had 
s affections more and more drawn 
ut after God for his helping-hand. 
Oh how wide are the moſt of men: 
ith their Prayers, from this Prayer, 
atis Prayerin God's account! Alas, 
je greate(t part of men make no con- 
ience at all of the duty ;. and -as for 
em that do, it 1s to be feared that 
pany of them are.very great ſtrangers 


) a ſincere, ſenſible, and affeftionate. 


curing out their hearts or ſouls toGod 
ut even content themſelves With a lit- 
elip-labour, & bodily exerciſe, mum- 
Ming over a few unaginary Prayers, - : 
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| When the AﬀeQions are indeed en--- 


202d in Prayer, then,. then the whole - al 


an is engaged, and that. in ſach ſort, 
that th2 ſoul will ſpend it ſelf to:no- 
ting, as it were, rather than 1t will ga 
Mthout-that- good defire,,even.come- 
munion and. ſolace with. Chrilt.. And 


ence ic is, that the Saints have-ſpene If 


Ly wh 


% 


x4+ 7Uwillpray with the Spirit, &c, 
rheir ftrengths; and loſt their lives, 1; 
ther than go without the bleſſing, Pſal 
69.3. Plat. 38,9,10.Gen, 32,24,25,26 
All this ts too too evident by the joſh 
norance, profaneſs, and ſpirit of en 
vy, that reigns in the hearts of thoſhi 
men that are fo hot for the Forms, anc 
not the Power of Prayer : Scarce one offi 
fourty among them, know what it 1s te 
be born 294inzto have communion witli 
the Father through the Son ; to feel the 
power of grace ſanRifying theirhearts 
but for all their prayers, they ill live 
curſed; drunken,: whoriſh, and abomi 
nable Lives, full of Malice, Envy,De 
ceit, Perſecuting of the dear Children 
of God, Oh what a dreadful after. clap 
1s coming upon theft } which all the 
hypocritical aflemblins themſelvesto 
oether, with all their prayers ſhall ne 
ver be able to help them againſt , 0 


#. fhelter them from. 


Again, It is a porring ont of tbe hear 
or foul There is in Prayer an vnbo- 
ſoming of-a man's ſelf, - an opening oli 
the Heart to God,an aRionare pout- 
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I will pray with the Spirit, 8c. 15. 
out of the Soul in requeſts, fighs, 
id groans. All my deſires are before thee 
ſaith David, Pal. 38. 9; ) my groan-: 
wes are not bid from thee, And again, 
1 ſoul thirſteth for God, even for the lt- 
hoſhing God : Whey ſhall I come and appear 
andrfore God ? When I remember theſe. 
ic offilings, / pour out. my ſoul in me,Pſal. 42, 
s io, 3, Mark , I pour out my foul: Itis 
Vito Expreſſion Genifying, -that in Pray- 
ther, there goeth the very life and whole, 
ItsFfrength to God, As 1n another place, F 
1vafſal, 62,8.. Truſt in him at all times, ye- 
miyople, poxr- out your hearts before him; 
DeFlhis is the Prayer to which the Promiſe - 
smade, for. the delivering. of a poor 
creature out of captivity and thraldom.. 
If from thence thou ſhalt ſeek the Lord, Þ 
t0-Yibox ſhalt find hims, if thou ſeek, him with. 
1e-EYl thy heart, and with all thyſonl, Deut.. Þ 
4. 29. OR. 2 
Again, it is 2a pouring out of the- 
ori heart or ſoul to God, This fheweth alſo: } 
the Excellency of the Spwit of prayer:: {| 
tis the great God to Whickrit retires; 
Whez ſhall 1 come and appear before —_ Mi 
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x6 Twill pray with the Spirit, &c. |, 
And it argueth, that the ſoul that thulſhi 
prayeth indeed, ſees an, emptineſs i; 
all things under Heaven; that in Go 
alone there is reſt and ſatisfaction fo 
the Soul, Now ſhe that is a Widow, an 
deſolate, truſteth in God, 1 Tim. 5.5.9, 
ſaith David, Iz the, O Lord, do I pul 
my truſt, let me never be put to confuſion 
deliver me in thy righteouſneſs, and cas 
me toeſcape ; encline thine ear to me, aniſh 
fave me : be thou my ſtrong habitatunh 
whereunto I may continually reſort : Foy 
thou art my rock, and my fortreſs ; delive 
»e, O God, ont of the hand of the unrigh 

' teous and cruel man : For thou art mf 

* Hype, O Lord my God, thou art my tru 
from my youth, Many in a wording 
Way,. ſpeak of God; but right Praye 
makes God his hope, ay, and al. 
Right Prayer ſees nothing ſubſtantial 
and worth the looking after, but God 

And that (as I ſaid before ) it doth in 

F foncere, ga, and affettronate way. 

| Agaitd, It is a ſincere, ſenſible, affe 

1} Kionate pouring out of the heart, 0! 

| foul to God, Through. Chriff, This: 

. --.-.; | SE througll 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c. 17 . 
* Brough Chrift, muſt needs be added,or 
uWlſe it is to be queſtioned, whether it be 
ayer, though in appearance it bz ne- 
er ſo eminent, or eloquent. 
WW Chrift is the way througn whon the 
Foul hath admittance to God, Fobn 14. 
W. and without whom it is impoſſible 
Mat ſo much as one defire (ſhould come 
ito the ears of the Lord of Sabbath. 
f you ask,any thing 1n my Name,whatſo-. 
tr you ath, the Father in my Name, [ 
mldo it, John 14,13, 14,This was Da+ 
Juels way in praying for the People of 


v$601 ; he did it in th: Name of Chriſt: 
ow therefore, O our God, hear the pray- * Wi 
rof thy ſervant,and hu ſupplications, and _ WY 


twſe thy face to ſhine upon thy Saniiuary 


10fibat is deſolate,for the Lords ſake,Dan.9. 


17. And ſo David, for thy Names ſake, 
(that 15, for thy Chriſts ſake ) pardox 
Wine iniquity, for it ts great, Pſal.25.11. 

But now, it 1s not every one that 
naketh mention of Chriſt's Name in 
payer, that doth indeefſnl in truth | 
efeQually pray to Gad inthe Name of | 
Ciuit, or through him, This coming jj 
. to 


- 


- 


18 TImillpray with the Spirit &c, | | 
to God through Chrift, is the hardel 
part that 1s found in Prayer : A mu 
may more eaſily be ſenſible of hi 
works, I, and ſincerely too defire mer} 
cy,and yet not be able to come to God 
by Chriſt. That man that comes (Ye 
God by Chrift, he muſt þrf have th 
knowledge of him : For he that come 
to God, muſt believe that he 1s, Heb. 11.6 
And ſo he that comes to God through 
Chriſt, muſt be enabled to know Chri@ 
Lord (ſaith Moſes, Exod. 33, 11.) ſhear 
me thy way, that I may know thee, 
Lhis Chriſt,none but the Father car 
reveal, a Hat.1ri.27, Mat,16,16, Andi 
 _ to come through Chriſt, is for the ſou 
#- - to be enabled of Gad, to ſhroud it ſe 
under the ſhadow of the Lord Jeſus, a 
Ss aman ſhroudeth himſelfunder a thing 
| for ſafeguard. 
. .Henceit is that David ſo often ter 
ChriR his ſhre/d, buckler, tower, fortreſs 
S rockof defence, &c,Pfal.18.2,Pſal.27.1 
 P/al.28.x. wot only becauſe by him he 
1s overcame his enemies, but becauſe 
1} through him'he found favour with ho | 
| | the 


c, || 1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. 19 © 
We Father, And ſo he ſaith to Abra- 
W, Gen. 15.1; Fear not, © am thy 
held, & C, 

The man then that comes to God: 
froughChrift, muſt have faith by which 
e puts on Chriſt, and in him appears 
 thMcfore God. Now he that hath Faith, 
s born of God ( Fohs 3, 5,7. ).born 
.6fozin, and ſo become one of the Sons 
WfGod ( Foh.1,12,) by virtue of which 
itW is joyned to Chriſt, & made a nem- 
rr. of h:mz, Epheſ. 5. 30. And there. 
fore, Secondly, He, as a member of 
a1ft, comes to God,I ſay, as-amem= 
er of him, ſo that Go4 looks on that 
nan as part of Chriſt, part of his Bo- 
ly, fleſh and bones, united to him by 
tection, converſion, illumination, the MM 
naF5pirit being conveyed into the heart of 
that poor man by God ; ſothat now he 
comes to God in Chriſt's merits, in his 
diood, righteouſneſs, vicory, interceſ-. 
.Ffon, and ſo ſtands before him ; being 
eFiccepted in his belgved, Epheſ. 1. 6. 

ſe find becauſe this poor creature is thus } 

Fimnember of the Lord Jeſus, and _ A 
X er 


Eo I will pray with the Spirit, &c, 


_ - der this confideration,hath admittanchh; 


to come to God : therefore, by viruYt 
of this union, alſo, is the holy Spiiſ 
conveyed into him, whereby he is abl 
to pour out himſelf (to wit ) his fou 
before God, with his audience. An 
- this leads me to the next;or fourth par 
ticular. | 

4. Prayer 1s a ſincere, ſenſible, af 
fetionate pouring out of the heart of 
ſoul to God through Chriſt , 6y thi; 
ſtrength or aſſiſtance of the Spirit. Fo 
. theſe things do ſo depend one upon al 
nother, that it is impoſſible it ſhoulc 


 - be Prayer without there be a joynt 


- Concurrence of them : for thoug 
it be never ſo famous, yet without the 
things, it is only ſuch Prayer as i$1e 


| j<&ed of God. For withour a ſincere 


ſenſible, affeionate pouring out of the 
heart to God,it is bur lip-labour ; and 
if it be not through ChriR, it falleth faq 
ſhort of ever ſoundins well in the eat 


1 of God. So alſo, if it be not in the 


rength and affiſtance of the Spirit, it 
1s but like the Sons of Aaren offering 
| Wit 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c, 2x 
ih range fire, Levzr, 10, x, 2, But 
tu ſhall ſpeak more to this under the ſe- - 

ond head ; and therefore in the mean 
ime, that which is not petitioned - 
trough the teachings and aſſiſtance of 
fe Spirit , It is not poſſible that it 
hould be according to the will of God, 
lim, 3.26, 27, 

But to proceed, 

5, Prayer is a ſincere, ſenſible, af- 
etionate pouring out of the heart or 
ſul to God , through Chriſt, = the 
Frength and aſſiſtance of the Spirit, for 
luh things as God hath promiſed, &c, 


at.6, 6,7,8, Prayer it1s, whenitis 


"SWnithin the compaſs of God's Word ; 
Y:nd it is blaſphemy,or ar beſt vain bab- 


ling, when the Petition 1s beſide the i 


Book, 
j David therefore, flill in his prayer, | 
kept his eye on the Word of God, My © 
ſoul, Caith he, cleaveth to the duſt,quicken || 
we according to thy Word, Pſal.119.25, !þ 
28, And again, Pſa/,119.4.1,42,58,65, i} 


74,81,82,107,147,154,169,170, My \} 


x eul melterh for heavineſss flrngthen us 1] 
* ACCOY » {| 
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: +." 
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" 22 TImillpraywiththe Spirit, &c, 
geoording to thy Word, And, Rememb: jþ 
. thy Word unto thy ſervant, ou which thilf 
haſt cauſed me to hope. And indeed, t 
holyGhoſt doth not immediatelyquick 
en and ſtir up the heart of the Chriſti 
without, but by, with, and throtigh thiÞ”" 
Word, by bringing that to the heart 
and by opening of that, whereby >F 
man is provoked to go to the Lord, an 
to tell him how it 1s with him ; andalf 
{o to argue, and lupplicate, according 
to the Word, 
Thus it was with Damel, that might 
Prophet of the Lord, He underſtandin 
by Books, that the Captivity of tha 
Children of Iſrael was hard at an end ® 
'Then according to that word, he ma 
keth his prayer to God. : 

1 Dantel (ſaith he, Daz. 9. 2.3;) 41": 
derftood by Books ( viz, the Writings on 
Feremiah) the number of the years where 
of the word of the Lord came to Jerematf 
that he would accompliſh ſevento yaars 
the deſolation of Jeruſalem. «And 1 [t 
my face tothe Lord God, 10 ſeek by Pra 
- &r aud ſupplication, with faſting,and [ot 

; clot 


ks [ vill pray with the Spirit, &c; 2 3 "MF 
Wb and. aſhes, So that, I ſay, a$the 
tit is the helper-and the governout 


the Soul, when 1t prayeth according 


-Wthe Will of God 3 ſo it guideth by and 
- Mcording to the Word of God,and his 
miſe. Hence it is that our LordJeſus 
ict himſelf did make a Rop,although 
; Life lay at Rake for it. / conld now 
Sr to wy Father, and he ſhould give me 
re than twelve legions of Angels ; but © 


dino the» mnſt the Scripture be fulfilled, 


« this it muſt be ? Mate26,5 3,54. As 
to ſhould ſay, were there but a word 


:nd@Þ01 1t 11 the Scripture, I ſhould ſoon be 


Mit of the: hands of fine enemies, I 
ould be helpt by Angels;but the Scri- 
ure will not warrant thiskind of pray- 
v for that ſaith otberwiſe:It is a pray- 
then according to the word '&.pro- 
Miſe. The Spirit by the Word muſt di- 
ect, as well in the manner, as in the 
latter of Prayer : / will prafwth the 
 \ prit,and I will pray with the Underſtan- 
1g alſo, But there is no underſtanding 
thout the Word ; For af they rejeth-rhe 
Yord of the Lord, what wi{dons is tuthems? 
er,8.9, | 6, For 


24 TI willpraywith the Spirit, & 
6, For the good of the Church. 
clauſe reacherh 1n' whatſoever tend} 
either to the honour of God, Chil 
advancement, or his Peoples bene 
For God, and Chriſt, and his Peoplf: 
are ſo linked together, that if the gol. 
. of one be prayed for, to wit,theChurcF 
the elory of -God, and advancement 
Chriſt muſt needs be included, For 
Chriſt is inthe Father,ſo the Saints: 
io Chriſt, Fohn 17, 23, And heth 
toucheth the Saints,. toucheth the AF 
ple of God's .Eye, Deut. 32. 10, Pſa 
17.8. Zach.2, 8, And therefore pr 
for the Peace of Jeruſalem,and you p1 
for all that is required of you, Pſ,12 
G, Pſ. Fl. 8, Iſa. 62, 6,7. For Feruſi 
lem will never be in perfect peace, ur 
til ſhe be in Heaven; and there is nc 
thing that Chriſt doth more deſire tha 
to have her there. That alſo is th 
placezthat God through Chriſt hath gi 
ven to her. He then that prayet fc 
the peace and good of Ser, ,or th 
Church, doth ask that 1o prayer whic 


Chriſt hath purchaſed: with is Blood 
an 


nn — J-_ cw wes 


ce we =» wy > Wo & wut af tha<s wang wreg 


&,  Taillpray with the Spirit, 8c. 25 

d alſo that which the Father bath gi- 
Fen to him as the price thereof, Now 
hx; that prayerh for this, mult pray for 
Mbundance of Grace for the Chutch, 
or help againſt all its temptacions,thar 


| 


one 


as od would let nothing be too hard 
reſo it» and that all things might 
ene {191k together for its good , that God 
For yould kezp.them blameleſs and barm- 
te,W'5, the Sons of God, to his glory, 


1n the midſt of a crooked and perveiſe 
Nation. And this is the ſubſtance of 


F Chrifts own Prayer, in the ſeven- 
teenth . of Fohn, And all Paul's _ 


Prayers did run that way, as one of his NY 
Prayers do eminently (hew, in Epheſ. Ul 
Yi, 16, tothe 21, and Chap. 3. Yerſ. i 
14, to the I9th. with Col. 1.9,10, 11, Mi 
12,13, And Phi, x.9,10,11, heſaith, 
And this I pray that your love may a= 
bound yet more and more in all knowledge, 
and in all Tudgement ; that ye may ap-' 
\ Fl ove things that are excellent - that you 
bl 967 be ſincere, and without off ence.untill 

the day of Chriſt, Being filled with the | 
fruits of Righteouſneſs which are by Fe- 
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"20 Iwtl pray with the Spirit, &c, YÞ 
ſus Chriſt, to the glory and praiſe of God. Wim 
Bur a ſhort Prayer you ſee;-and yerſn 
fall of good defires for the Church ſe 
from the b2ginning to the end : That idhhi 
May Rand and go on, and that in the 
moſt excellent frame of Spirit, evenſſþ 
Without blame, fincere, and without 
offence until the day.of Chriſt, let its 
temptations ar perſecutions be wharf 
they will, And becauſe,as I ſaid, Pray 
_ er doth ſubmit to the will of God, andifi 
ſay, Thy will be done, ' as Chriſt hath 
taught us, /AMatth. 6. 10. therefore theſhac 
People of the Lord in humility are toffi 
| lay chemſelves, and their prayers, andiic 
all'that they have, at. rhe foot of their 
Gad, to be diſpoſed cf by him, as bein 
his heavenly wiſdom ſeeth beſt; Yet 
” not doubting but God will anſwer the 
defire of tis People, that way that ſhall 
be mo for their advantage, and his 
glory. When the Saints therefore do 
pray With ſubmiſſion to the Will of 
God, it doth not argue that they are toi 
doubt or queſtion Gods love and kind-i 
neſs to them : But becauſe they at all 
ZN F times 


I will pray with the Spirit, 8c, 23 
mes are not ſo wiſe, but that ſome- 
ines Satan.may.get that advantage of 
jem,as to tempt them to pray for that, 
hich -if they had it, would neither 
Stove to God's glory, nor his Peoples 
Wood. I Fohn 5. 14,15. Yet this zs the 
mfidence we have in hum, that if we ak 
b thing according to hus Will, he hear- 
bus : And if we know that he heareth 
, whatſoever we atk , we know that we 
ve the Petition that wve ak of hims ; 
lat 18, we a$king in the Spirit of grace 
nd ſupplication. For,as I ſaid before, 
Wat Pertcion that 18 not put up in and 


rough the Spirit, it 18 not to bean- YI 
ered, becauſe it is befide the Will of 


od. For th2 Spirit only knoweth that, 
md ſo conſequently: knoweth how to 


May according to that Will of God, : | 


for what man kzoweth the things of a 
Wn, ſave the Spirit of a man that ts in 
hm ? even ſothe things of God-kmuweth, 
wman, but the Spirit of God, x Cor. 2. 
It, But more of this hereafter, 

\ Thus you ſee, firit, what Praver is. 
Now to proceed. 
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28 Tmwlprawihthe Spirit, &c. 


II, 1 will praywith the Spirit, 


Now to. pray with the Spirit , folf 
that's the praying man, and none elle 
ſo as to be accepted of God : It is fofff 

' 3 man (as aforeſaid) fincetely and ſenf® 
fibly, with afteRion to come to GofY' 
through Chriſt, &c. which ſincere ſen 
ible, and atfeQtionate coming, muſt bY 
by the working of God's Spirit, 

There is no man nor Church in thi 
world, that can come to God in pray 
er, but by the affiſtance of the holy Spi 
rit; Fer (Eph.2.18.) through Chriſt 
all have acceſs by one Spirit unto the F 
ther, Wherefore Par! ſaith, We kno 
xot what we ſhould pray for as we ought i 

8 bat the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſunlf 
 foruwuh groamngs which cannot be uY 
zerred, And he that ſearchetb the heart 
knoweth the m:anmg of the S; pirit, beau, 
he maketh interceſſion for the Saints ar 
cording tothe will of God, And becauſe 

{ there 1$ in this Scripture ſo full a diſ- 
' Covery of the Spitit of Prayer, and off 
$3 | mans 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c, 29 
yos inability topray without it;there- 
re I (hall in a few words comment 
pon if, . 

Rom, 15.16, For we.| Confider firft 
he perſon ſpeaking, even Paul, and in 
Wi perſon all the Apoſiles, We Apo- 
Files, we extraordinary Officers, the 

iſe Maſter-builders, that have ſome 
f us been caught up into Paradiſe , 
1 Cor. 3, TO. 2 Cor. 12.4, We know not 
What we ſhould pray for. 

Surely, there is no man but will con- 
's, that Pay! and his companions 
ere as able to have done any work 
or God, as any Poe or proud Prelate in 
Mie Church of Rome; and 
uld as' well have made * See Ir, 
7. Common-Prayer-Book, Fox's Acts 


thoſe who at firſt com- ard Monu-. Þ 


pled this; as being not ments, Yo- Wi 
Iwhit behind them, ei- /um 2, MN 
ber in grace or gifts. 
= For. we know not what we ſhould pray Þ 
--/7.] We know not the Matter of the 
things for which we ſhould pray,. nei= W 
ther the Objef# to whom' we-pray, nor . 
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39 I willpray wuth the Spirit, &c, 
the Medium by, or through whom wo 
pray ; none of theſe things know weſſſi 
but by the help and affiltance of th 
Spirit, Mat,11,27, 1 Cor, 2, 9,10, 
Should we pray for Communion wit 
God through Chriſt ; ſhould we praffſ 
for Faith, for Juſtification by Grace 
and a truly ſanified heart ? None 
theſe things know We, For, As ns ma 
knoweth the things of a man. fave the Sy d: 
rit of a man that w in him; evenſoth d 
things of God kzoweth no man,but the Sy tt 
rit of God, x Cor.2,11, But here (alas 
th2 Apoſtle ſpeaks of inward and ſpi 
zicual rhings, which the world know 
not, [ſa, 29. 1x, a 
Again, As they know not the MaJ* 
ter, Cc. of Prayer, Without the-help 0 d 
the Spirit, ſo neither know they thYP 
Manner thereof without the fame ; and* 
therefore he addeth, We know not what © 
we (hould pray for as we ought ; but, thi © 
ii Spiris helpeth our infirmities, with fgbl* 

Wit 47d groans which cannot be: witertd | 
. 


Mark here, they could not ſo well and] 
ſo fully come off in the manner of pet 
EY | forming 


&c, | 7 will pray with the Spirit, &c, Ft 
m wſo:ming this duty, as thefe in ourdayes 
wy welthink they can. | 
x th} The Apoſtles, when they were at the 
o, 11ſt, yea, When the holy Ghoſt aſliſted 
wirihem, yet then they werz fain to come 
prafief with fizhs and groans ; falling ſhort | 
raceſſof expretimg their mind, but with fphs 
ne offend groavs, which-cannot be uttered. 
A But here now the wiſe men of our 
ayes are ſo well skil'd, as thitthey 
have bath the eAanzer and Matter of NN 
Fiheir Prayers at their fingers ends ; | 
lag!ſetting ſuch a Prayer for ſucha day, {| 
ſpiY1nd that twenty years before ir comes. Wl 
on 0ne for Chriſtmas, another for Eaſter, Ul 
ind fix dayes after that. They have US 
ſa} il'o bounded how many ſyllables muſk WY 
p off Þ® ſaid in every one of them ar their Fi 
th& publick Exerciſes, For each Saints day IiY 
ind] alſo, they have them ready for the g2- Yi 
hafſ nerations yet unborn to fay, They can Wl 
th& te!1 you alſo , when you ſhall kneel, Wl 
ob hen you ſhould Rand, ' when you'Ff 
1} hould: abide in;your ſexrts, -when [you 
nf ſhould go up into” the Chancel, and} 
what you ſhould do when you come 
B 4 there. F 


32 TImlll pray with the Spirit, &c, 
there, All which the Apoſtles- came 
ſhort of, as not being able to compoſe 
ſo profound a manner. And that for 
this reaſon included 1n this Scripture, 
becauſe the fear of God tyed them to 
pray 45 they ought, | 

For we know uot what we ſhould pray} 
for as we ought, ] Mark this, As we y 
ought, For the not thinking of this. 
word, or at leaft the not underſtanding l 
it, in the ſpirit and truth of it, hath oc- 
caſioned theſe men to deviſe, as Fero- 
baam did ( 1 Kings 12, 26, 27,28,29, fl" 
39,31,32,33.) another way of Wor- 
ihip, both for matter and mener, than 
| 1s revealed in the Word of God, But 
a ſaith Paul, We muſt pray as we onght ; 
{ and this we cannot do by all the art, 
F4 5kill, cunning and device of Men or 
8 Angeis. For we know not what we ſhould 
ſ pray for as we ought , but the Spirit ; 
4 5 ay further, it muſt be cbe Spirir xr ſelf 
;*hat helpeth our infirmities ; not the 
Ll Spirit and man's luſts. What than of 
hit bis own brain may imagine and deviſe, 
Ci! :5 one thing ; and What they are com- 
manded 


[ will pray mth the Spirit, &c.- 733 1 
manded -and ought to do, is another-- 
Mauy ah, and have nt, becauſe they ath_ 
amiſs, Fam. 4. 3. and ſo are never the 
nearer the Imjoying of thoſe things they 
Tpetition for. Ir is not to pray at ran= | 
J dom that will put off God, or cauſe 
him to anſwer. 

While Prayer is making .', God is 
ſearching the heart, to ſee from what 
> Yroot and ſpirit it doth ariſe. Ard he 
thet ſearcheth the heart knoweth ( that 
is, 2pproveth only) the meaning of the 
Spirit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion for 
the Saints according to-the will of God; ii 
i Fohn-F, 14. For in that which:isac= Jl 
cording to his Will only he heareth-us,, F 
ind in nothing elſe.. And' it 19 the Y| 
Ppirit only that can-teachus (0 to asksy | 
14 Ft only being able to ſearch out alt YM 
-, things, even " the deep things of God,. WY 
if © Vithout which Spirit, though we had WW 
\e £1 thouſand Common-Prayer-Books, yet } 
of ve know not what we ſhould pray for: Y 
Ri we cught,. being-accompanied with. Y 
toſe infirmities that make vs abſo- YN 
lutely uncapable of ſuch a work. Which 
| B- 5 n- # 


3+ Twill pray with the Spirit, &c. 
infirmities, although it is a hard thing 
to name themall, yer ſome of them are: 
th:ſe that follow. 


F,rſt, Without the Spirit, man is ſo 
infirm, that he cannot with all other 
means whatſoever, be enabled to think 
one right ſaving thonght of God, of 
Chiiſt, or of his. Bleſſed things; and 
th2refore he ſaith of the wicked, God 
zot in all thur thoughts, Pal. 10.4. Un- 
leſs it be that they zmagine him altoge- 
ther-ſuch a one as themſelves,Pſa,50.20, 
For every imagination of the thought of". 
their heart, # ouly evil, and. that continu- WY" 
ally, Gen. 6. 5. Gen, 8. 21. I 
+ They then, not being able to con-Yj" 
my cove aright ofGod to whom they pray, NY? 
F7 of Chriſt through whom they pray, nor" 
| of the things for which they pray, as is © 
{ before ſhewed, ho ſhall they b able" 
to-addrels themſelves to-God, without (h 
Lf the Spirit hzlp this infirmity ?- Y bo 
Wi  Peradventure you- will ſay, By they * 
 helpof the Common- Prayer-Book - but, IN © 
+ that cannot do it, unleſs. it. can = u 
E-- TAE R 


p 1 will pray with the Spirit, 8c. 35. 
ing'ſhte eyes, and reveal to _thz foul all. 
are hiele things before to:1ched, Which, | 
Whit it cannot, it 15 evident ; becaule 
hat is ths work of the Spirit only < 
5 ſo ſhe Spirit it (elf 1s the revealer of 
her izle things to poor ſouls, and that 
ink.Wvbich doth give us tounderſtand them. 
of Fiberefore, Chritt tells his Diſciples, 
ndf«ben- be promiſed to- ſend the Spirtr, 
! 5fibe Comforter, He ſhall take of mize, 
n= od pew unto you ;, as if h2 had faid, L 
inow you are naturally dark and 1gno- 
nt, as to the underſtanding any of 
ny things; thoveh-ye try this courſe 
and the other,. yet your ignorance Wil 
fill remain; the vail is ſpread over 
n=Yjour heart, and there 1s none can take 
y, ivay te ſame, nor give you ſpiritual F 
or underſtanding , but the Spiriu. The YM 
is} Commen- Prayer-Book, will not. do it, BY 
neither can any man- expe& that it I 
(hould:be inftrum2ncal that way, it bz- F 
In? none of God's Ordinances ; bat Þ 
a thing ſince the Scriptures Were writ- 
ten,patched togzther, one piece at ons * 
une,.and another at another. ; a.mees | 
| ; bu=, 


433 


36 Twill pray with the Spirit, &c. 
mane invention and inſtitution, Whickhn 
God is {o far from owning of, that hqiſe 
expreſly forbids it, with-any other ſuch 
like, .and that by manifold ſayings i 
his moſt holy and bleffed Word, Sel 
Mark 7. verſ. 7,8. and Col, 2.verſ.16 
17,18,19,20,21,22,23. Dent, 12,30 
31, 32. Prov,z0.6. Deut.4-2,Rev.22 
18, For right Prayer, muſt aſwel inf 
the outward part of it in the outward=f 
exprefſion,. asin the. inward intentionle 
come from what the ſoul doth appre 
hend in the light of the Spirit ; other 
wiſe it is condemned as vain and ana 
{ bomination ; ( Mark 7.) becauſe the 
| heart and tongue do not goalong joynt 
s Tyin the ſame, Prov.21.9. Iſa. 29.13, 
$ neither indeed can they,unleſs the Spi- 
4 it help our infirmities.. And:this Da- 
KS ud knew full well, which did make him 
$ Cty, Lord, open thou.my l:ps,and my month 
4 frall ew forth thy praiſe, Plal. 5.1, 19, 
EI, 
I ſuppoſe;there is none can imagine 
bur that David could ſpeak and expreſs 
' himſelf as well as others, nay, as any 
oy t 1t 


pz 


I will pray with the Spirit, 8c, 37 


nichiſio our generation, as is clearly mani. 


t he 


eſted by his word, and his works. Ne- 
ertheleſs, when this good man, this 


nFrophet, comes into-God's Worſhip, 
Fihen the Lord muſt help, or he can do- 


nothing ; Lord opex thou my lips, and: 
then my month ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe. 
He could not ſpeak one right Word, ex. . 
cept the Spirit it ſelf gave utterance : 
or we know not what we ſhould pray for 

we ought : but the Spirit it ſelf belpeth 


Muir infirmuies. 


But Secondly, It muſt be a praying 
fith the Spirit , that 18 the effectual 
mying ; becauſe, without that,as men: 
te ſenceleſs, ſo hypacritical,cold,and 


nſeemly in their prayers; and fo,they Ji 
With their prayers, are both rendred a= JM® 
bominable to:God, Mat.23.14, Mark UW 
12,40, It is not the excellency of the i 


ice, nor the ſeem affetion, and 


Fearneſtneſs of him-that prayeth, thatis 
ny thing regarded of Gad without it, ©} 


Luke 18. 11,12,J1ſa.58.2,3. For man; - 
ts man,ts fo full of all manner of wick- 
tdneſs, that he.cannot keep a word.,. . 

W) 
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33 . Iwill pray with the Spirit, &c, 
or thought, ſo much leſs a piece of prayer 
clean, and acceptable to God through 
Chriſt. Aﬀid for this cauſe, the PhaÞ 
ſees, with their prayers, were reſted 
No queſtion, but they were excellent 
ly able to expreſs themſelves in words 
and alſo for length of time too'the 
{. were very notable ; bat they had nog 
the Spirit of Jeſas Chriſt to help them 
and therefore they did what thzy did 
with their. infirmities or weakneſſes 
only, and ſo fell ſhort of a fincere,ſenſet 
ſible, affz&ionate pouring out of thei 
S fouls to God through the. trength ofN 
4 the Spirit. That 1$:the prayer that g0 
eth to- Heaven, that is ſent thither in 
the Rrength of the Spirit, Por, 
-- Thirdly, Nothing but the Spirit can 
fhew a. man clearly his miſery by na 
ture, and ſo put a man into a poſture of 
S prayer.. Talkis but talk, as we uſe to 
$ fay, and ſoit is but mouth-worſhip, it 
| there b2 not a ſence of miſery,and that; 
| eff<Aually too, -- W 
- O the curſed hypocrifie that rs in mott 
| hearts, and that accompanieth ny I 
*Þ . 
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c. NW will pray with the Spirit, &c. © 36 
'a)erouſands' of praying -men, that would. 
47S { looked upon in this day, and all 
1h want of a ſence of their miſery! 
tdi now the Spirit, that will ſweetly" 
entJhew the ſoul its mifery, where it is,and 
rdshat is like to become of ir; alſo the. 
heyſhrolerableneſs of that condition : For 
notFiis the Spirit that doth effectually con- 
eMhnce of fin and miſery, without the Lord 
aid, John 16,7,8,9. and ſo puts the 
fles bul into: a ſweer, ſerious, ſenſible, af- 
tionate' way of praying to God ac- 
ording to his Word, | 
- Foxrthly, TE men did ſee-their fins, 
ret Without the help of the Spirit, they 
ould not pray : for they would run 
Way from GoJ, with Can and Fudas, | 
Wind utterly deſpair of mercy, were it © 
tot for the Spirit, When a man 1s in» 
Mied (enfible of his tin and God's curſe, ' } 
"Miben it 1s an hard thing'to perſwade., 
Wim to pray:; for ſaith: his.heart, There” YM 
k no hope, 1t #s 1 vain to ſeek God, Jer 
2, 25. Jer. x8, 12. F atit (o: vile, ſo 
oSwretched, and ſo'curſed a creature, that * 
01 ſhall never be regarded; Now here | 
| comes: } [ 
| -1S 


42 Iwilbpraywith the Spirit, Rc. 
comes the Spirit, and ſtayeth. the ſou , 
helpeth ic to hold up its face to God 2 
letcing into the heart ſome ſmall ſenc} 
of mercy , to encourage 1t to go ti 
God ; and hence it is called the Con, 
forter, John 14. 26. 

Fifchly, It muſt bein, or with th 
Spirit 5 For without that, no man ca 
know how he ſhould come to-God thfl 
right way. Men may eaſily ſay, the 
come to God in his Son- : but it is thi 
hardeft thing of a thouſand ro come q, 
God aright, and in his own ways with 
out the Spirit. /c the ſpirit that ſearch 
eth all things, yea,the deep things of Gol, 
x Cor. 2,12, It 1s the Spirit that mull, 
ſhzw us the way of coming to God,andi 
alſo what there is in God that makes 
him deſirable. I beſeech thee ( fait 
Moſes) ſhew me thy way, that I ma 

S kzow thee, Ex0d,33. 13, And John 16, 

| 14, He ſhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhew 
Ly 2£ c4rto. you, 
Wk S:xthly, Becauſe without the Spirit, 
+ though a man did ſee his miſery, and 


| alſo the way to come. to God; yet he 
would 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c. 4% 
ould never be able to claim a ſhare in 
US: her God, Chri, or Mercy,withGods 
mrobation. O how great a task 18 it, 
ir a poor ſoul that becomes ſenſible of 
n, and-the wrath of God, to ſay in 
With, but this one word, Father / I teH 
0, how ever hypocrites think, yet the 
hriſtian, that is ſo indeed, finds all 
tk: difficulty in this very thing, it can- 
ot ſay, Godis its Father, 

Oh! ſaith he, I dare not call him 
aher ; and hence it is that the Spirit 
uſt be ſent into the hearts of Gods 
zople for this very thing, to cry, Fa- 
ber, Gal. 4.6.it being too great a work 
rany man to do kyowingly, and be- 
wingly, without it, When 1 ſay, 

owingly, I mean , knowing what it 
W to be a Child of God, and to be born 
rin, And when I ſay, believingly, I 
nean for the ſoul to believe, and that 
'Fiom good experience,that the work of 
brace is wronght in. him : this is the 
joht calling of God Father , and not 

many do,to ſay in a babling way,the ' 
lords Prayer (ſo called) by heart, asit _ 
| lyeth - : 


” 42 Twill pray miththe Spirit, &c,Þ 11 
' {lyeth in the words of the Book. Nt 
here is the life of Prayer, when in, i 
with the Spirit, a man b2ivg made ſer 
ſible of fin, and how to come to t| 
Lord for mercy; he comes, I ſay, fl y 
the ſtrength of the Spirit, and cryett 
Father, 
That one word ſpoken tn Fait 
1s b=tter than a thouſand prayers, : 
- men call them, written and read in 
formal, cold, luke-warm way. 
; Oh how far ſhort are thoſe peoplec 
bzing ſenſible of this, who count it & 
nongh to teach th2mſelves. and chil 
dren, to ſay the Lords Prayer, t 
Creed, with other ſayings ; when 
God knows they are ſenceleſs of them 
ſelves, their miſery, or What it is to iſp, 
brought to God througa Chriſt ! her 
Ah poor ſouls ! ſtudy 'your miſer 
and cry to God to ſhew you your con 
fuſed blindneſs and 1gnorance, befor 
you be ſo rife in calling. God you 
Father, or learning your. childrenei;, 
ther ſo to-ſay.. And: know, that to-(2\ſWjh.: 
God is your Father, in a way of pra) 
e 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c, 43 © 
Ne, or conference , without any ex- 
, Friment of the work of grace” on-your 
erFuls, it is to ſay, you are Tews,and are 
[' Wor, and fo to lie, 

I You ſay, Onur Father : God ſaith, 
-Uu blaſpheme. You ſay, you are Fews, 
hat is, true Chriſtians : God ſaith, you 
je, Behold, I will make them of the Sy- 
W:10g1e of Satan,which ſay they are Fews 
md are not, but do lie. And I know the 
ſphemy of thens that ſay,they are Jews, 
ud are not, bit are the Synagogue of S4- 
SF, Rev. 3.9. Rev. 2.9, | 
And ſo much the greater the fin ts, 
by how much the more the finner boaſts 

Si with a pretended ſanRity,as thz Jews 
Wid to Chriſt, in Foh.8;41x,to 45.which 
nad2 Chriſt even 1h plain terms to'teff 
them their doom, for all thetr hypocri- 
ical pretences. And yet forſooth, e- 
Wery curſed whoremaſter , thief and 
Tunkard, ſwearer, and perjured per-. Fi 
ſon; they that have not only been ſuch 4} 
n times paſt, but are even ſo ſtill; F 
theſe, I ſay, by ſome mult bz counted . F 
the only honeſt men, and all becauſe, 
; *? With 


t 


n 


(1 


44 1 milpray with the Spirit, &c. | 
' With their blaſphemous throats and hy - 
pocritical- hearts, they- will come t K 
Church and ſay, O#r Father. Nay fur 
ther, theſe men though every time the 
ſay to God, Our Father, do moſt abol 
minably blaſpheme, yet they muſt: 
compelled thus to do. And becavif 
others that are of more ſober Princi. 
ples, ſcruple the truth of ſuch vain Tra 
ditions ; therefore they muſt be looke 
upon to be the only Enemies of Go 
and the Nation, ſa. 53. 10, whenafff 
it is their own curſed Superſtition tha 
doth ſet the great God againſt them 
and cauſe him to count them for hi 
. enemies. And yet, juſtlike to Bo»n 
that blood-red Perſecntor , they com 
mend (I ſay) theſe wretches altnous! 
| never ſo vile (if they cloſe in wit 
S their Traditions) to be good Church 
men, the honelt ſubjeQs ; while God' 
| People are ( as it hath alwayes been 
s Ezra 4, 12, to 16,) looked upon tob 
þ. & TO factious pec 
ple. OT. 
Therefore give me leave a little tc 
reaſon 


c Þ 7 wil prop with the Spirit, &c. 45 I 
1h zſon With thee, thou poor, blind, ig- -. | 


\« Fprapt Sor; It may be,thy great prayer 


/ furl 


thelf" &c, Doſt thou know the meaning 


\þ \the very firſt Words of this Prayer ? 
G "W:inſt thou indeed, with the reſt of the 
hints, cry, Our Father ? Art thou tru- 
ci 0908 again ? haſt thou received the 
jirit of Adoption ? doſt thou ſee thy 

lf in Chriſt 2 and canſt thou come to 
Wood as a Member of him? Or, art 
Wou ivnorant of theſe things, and yet 
ha elt ſay , Onr Father ? Is not the De- 
em Dy Father ( Joh» 8. 44.) and doſt 
'*. .Miou not do the deeds of the fleſh ? and 
et dare(t thou ſay to God, Our Father? 
omW4Y> art thou not a deſperate Perſe- 
| tor of the Children of God?- haſt 


Wo. hou not curſed them in thy heart many 
r<{'ime ? Anc yet doſt thou out of thy 
7 Wſpdemous throat ſuffer theſe words 
non M2 <ome, even, Our Father BD 

ob He 18 their Father, whom thou hateft 
\. $19 perſecutelt, ll 

P"'Þ But as the Devil preſented himſelf 

« tolfÞ-onglt the Sons of God, Je# 3. when 


fa they 


to ſay, Onr Father which art in Hea- - 
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"45 I mlyraywith the Spirit, &c. 


they were to preſent themſelves befc 
the Father, even our Father ;-ſo 1s 


T 


now : becauſe thz Saints are commanſ 
ded to ſay, Our Father ; therefore ali 
the blind ignorant rabble i in the worl_ 


they muſt alſo uſe the ſame words, 0 


Father. 
Secondly, And doſt ho indeed (4 


Hallowed be thy Name, with thy heart 


- Doſt thou ſtudy by all honeRt and la 
ful ways, to advance the Name, Holi 
neſs. and Majeſty of God? Dotht 
heart and converſation.agree with thi 
paflage ? Doſt thou arive to imitat 
Chriſt in all thy works of Righteoul 


neſs, which God hath commanded 


thee, and prompt thee forwards to? 


'- is ſo, if thou, beeſt one that canſt trulſÞ 


with. God" s allowance cry, Our Fathe 


-Or,is it not the leaſt of thy thought 
all the day ? and doſt thou not cleal 
-7#ke it appear that thou art a curſe 
| Hypactite, by condemning that wit 
| thy daily praRtice, Which thou pretenſiÞ: 
ceſtin thy prayinz with (hy diſlerbiin 


WF tongue? _ . 


Third: 


Co 


1 will pray wich the Spiriey ic. 99 


Thirdly, Wouldeſt thou have the 
wgdops of God come ind:ed, and alſo _ 


Will to be done in Earth as it is 18 


aven-? Nay, notwithſtanding thou, 


cording-to the form,ſay*lt, Thy King- 


3 come ; yet, would it not make thee 


zdy torun mad, to hear the Trumpet 
nd, to ſee the Dead ariſe, and thy 
f juſt now to go and appear before 


dd, to reckon for all the deeds-thou 


Wt done in the Body? Nay are not 


very thoughts. of it altogether diſ- 


afing to thee ? And if God's: Will . ; 
uld be done on Earth, as it igin 
Waven, maſt it not be thy tuine ? 


nexe is never a Rebel in Heaven a= 
int God, and if he (hould fo deal 
Earth,muſt he not whirle thee down 

Hell ? Tack © 
And ſo of the reft of the Petiti- 


Ah! how ſadly would 'even-thoſe 
:n look, and with what texror-would 
Sy walk up 'and down the world, if 
ty did but know: the Fying and:blaſ= : 
| pheming 4: 


” lk 


45 Twillpray with the Spirit, &c, 
pheming that proceedeth out of thi: 
moutd, even in their moſt pretend 
ſanity ? 

- The Lord awaken you, and leaf 
your poor ſouls, in all humility,to ta 
heed, that you be not raſh and una 
viſed with your heart, and much moi 
with your mouth ; When you appear b 
fore God «( as the wiſe man ſaith ) 
not raſh with thy mouth, and let not thi 
heart be haſty to utter any thing ; eſpec 
ally to-call God Father, without ſor 
blefſed experience when thou come 
before God, But I paſs this, 


Seventhly, Tt muſt be a praying wif 
the Spirit 1f it be accepted ; becau 
there is nothing bur the Spirit can if, 
up the ſoul or heart to God in Praye 
The preparatios of the heart 1n man, aff 
the anſwer of the tongue is from the Li. 
Prov. 16, 1, That 1s, In every wo 
for God ( and eſpecially in Prayer)}. * 
the heart run wich the tongue, 1t m 
| be prepared by the Spirit of God, 
Indeed the tongue is.very apt (o | 
_ ell 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c._ 49 FN 


Wit). to run without either Fear or 


iſdom. But when-1t 1s the-anſwer of + 
he heart, and-that ſuch an heavt as is ' 
repared by the Spirit of God ; then it * 
heaks ſo as God commands and do:h 


Welre, 


They are mighty words of David, 


Where he ſaith, T hat he lifteth his heart 


jd his ſoul to God, Pſai. 25. I, 
It is a great work for any man with- | 
ut the firength of the Spirit '; and 


Werefore 1 conceive, that this is one 


y Eightbly, As the heart Tull be lift. 


q 


f the great reaſons why the Spirit of - 
od is calted a Spirit of Szpplication, 
ech,12; 11, becauſe it 1s that which 


elpeth the heart, when ic ſupplicaces  ; © | 
Mideed, to do it. | | 


And therefore ſaith Paul, Eph.5.18, 


7 Praying with all Prayer and Supplicati- I [| 
in the Spirit, And ſo in my Text, } 


il pray with the Spirit, 

\ Prayer, without the heart be in it, is 
ke a (ound Without life; and a heazty 
Ithout.it b2 lifted up of che Spit, will 
ever pray to God, | 


- =. 


go. I withpray with the Spirit, cc, ÞÞ | 
ed up by the Spirit if it pray aright 
ſo.alſo it muſt be held. np bythe Spiridh 
when it 1s up, 1F1t continue to pray a 
ri2he. | fe | 
1 do not know what, or how. 1t isſ;;; 
with other hearts, whether they be life 
ed up by the Spirit of God, and ( 
continued, or'no. - But this I am ſur 
of ; nw +3 
Firſt, That it 1s impoſſible that all 
the Prayer. Books that men have maddij; 
21n the World, ſhould lift-up of prepareſ 
the heart; thatis the work of the great 
God himſelf, 
 _ Andin the Second place, I am: ſureMi;} 
| that they are as far from keeping it up 
" When it 18 up. | | 
And indeed here1s the life of Pray 
er, to have the heart kept with God in 
the duty. | 
Exod, 17.12, It was a great mattenll | 
for Moſes to keep his hands lifted up toſir 
Godin Prayer; but how much more 
\ then to keep the heart init! _ 
| The want of this is that:which God 
complains of, Ezek. 33. That they dra" 
F | | ng 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c, Fr 

gh ra him with their mouth, and honour 

with Fhere-lips, but their hearts wire 
ur from him, ( but: chiefly ) they thar 
. (4k of cer the Commandments and Trati- 

Wir10-25 of men: - as the ſcope of Mat, 15. 
0. doth teſtifie, 

And verily, may I but ſpeak my own 
Wxperience, and from that tell you 
te difficulty of Praying to God as I 
ughe ; it is enough to make your poor, 
lind, carnal men, to entertain ſtrange” 
toughts of me, For, as for my heart, 

en I eo to pray, I find it fo loth to - 
"to God, and when it is with him, ſo 
bh to Ray with him, that many times 
jam forced in my Prayers ; firff, to beg  : 

f God that he would take mine heart, 
nd ſet it on himſelf in Chriſt, and 

Wien itis-there, that he would keepi ir -: 


here (Pſat. 86,1T, ) Nay, many thmes! 


| know- not what to pray for, T am-ſo' 
ind ; nor how'to pray, I afn'ſ6 1gno-: 
its "only ( bleſſed be Grace) the; og 
t helps our wfirmities. 
Oh the Rarting-holes that the heare 
ath in” the: time of Prayer ! none* - 
C 2 knows 


52. 41 wil pray with the Spirit, &c, | | 
knows how many by-wayes the heartloo 
hath, and back-lains, to ſlipaway fromſdeſ 
the preſence of God, How much prideÞPra 
alſo, if enabled with expreſſions ? howſſo c 
much hypocrifie, 1f dzfore others? Andiſſthe! 
how little conſcience is there made offfie(i 
Prayer between God and the Soul infſty, 
ſecret, unleſs the Spirit of Supplicationſſnat 
bz there to help ? tte 
* When the Spirit gets into the heart, ſh»fr 
then there is Prayer indeed, and notÞ/ 
cit then. * ere 
© Ninthly, The ſoul that doth rightly T 
pray, it muſt be in and with the help d 
-and {trength of the Spirit ; becauſe io 4 
1s impoſſible rhat a man ſhould expreſgÞP-/ 
himſelf in Prayer without it : when IÞ«/ 
 fayit is impoſſiblefor a man to expreſÞes 
. himſelf in Prayer without it, I meanſPert 
that it-is impoſſiblz that the hearvin a T! 
fincere and ſenfible affetionate wayMioa 
ſhould pour out it ſelf before God, withÞat 


RE thoſe groans and fighs that come fromepri 


a truly praying heart, without the aſÞin 

ftance of the Spiitt, It. 1s not thaÞoy | 

' Mouta that 1s the main thing, to bom: 
= lookeF 


4 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c. '53 
boked at in Prayer, whether the hearc 
mjſde ſo fultof affection and earneſineſs tn 
leÞPrayer with God, that it is impcffible 
wiſſto expreſs their ſence and deſire. For 
1dlthen a man defires indeed, when his 
offiefires are ſo ftrong, many and migh- 
nfl, that all the words,tears and'groans 
onfihat can come from the hearr, cannot 
tter them. The Spirit helpeth our 
wfrmities, and maketh interceſſion for us 
"It Lo aud groans that cannot be utt= 
ered. ; 
That is bat poar prayer, which 1s on- 
lolfly diſcovered in ſo many words. 
ih 4 man that truly prayes one Prayer, 
{41 after that never be able to expreſs © 
ith his mouth or pen, the auutterable de- 
ſes, ſence, affeftion»ard longing, that 
ent to God tn that Prayer, L 
The beſt Prayers have often more 
oans'than words; and thoſe words © 
atit hath, are but a lean and ſhallow 
epreſentation of thz heart, life, and ©. 
Ppirit of that Prayer, Y-ou' doinot find+ * 
Sy words of Prayer that we read of, | 
Fome out of the moith of . Moſes, 
| C2 __ wh 
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54 Twill graywith the Spirit, &c. 
when he was going out. of Egypt, anſh 
was followed by Pharash,-Exod. 1 
If, and yet he made Heaven ring aff 
oain With his cry : But it was the un 
expreiiible, and unſearchable groanſh 
and cryings of his ſoul, in and With th 

Spun, | 


God is the God of Spirits, Numb. 16 wy 


22, and his eyes look farther than thi 
outſide of any duty whatſoever, 1 Saul 
i6, 7. 

I doubt this is but little thought © 
by -the moſt of them that would | 
looked upon as a praying People. 

The neatera man comes in any Wot 
that God commands him, to the doinſi 


-of it according to his will ; ſo-muc} ? 


the more hard and difficult itts. An 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe man, as man, Woo: 
Not able to Go it, | 


Bur Prayer (as aforeſaid) 1s not o 


ly a duty, but one of the moſt-eminenþ; 
duties; and therefore ſo mnch th] 


more difhcult.. Therefore Paul kneyh 
what he ſaid, when he ſaid, / will prafit! 
with the Spirit, He knew wells it wi 


oy -- 


I mill pray with the Spirit, &c. 55 
ot what others-Writ-or ſaid, that could- 
Write him a-praying perſon ; ; nothing - 
Weſs than the Spirit conld do it. 

Tenthly, It muſt be with the Spirit, 
r elſe, as there will be a failing in 
* act it ſelf, ſo there will be a fail- 
, yea a fainting ,in the proſecution 
; | 2 work, Prayer 1s an Ordinance 
f God , that muſt continue with a 


1k wn ſo long as it 18 on this fide glo- 


But, as I ſaid before, it is not poſ-_ 
ble for a man to get up his heart ro 
od in Prayer ; fo it is ag difficult to 
kep it there, without the aſſiſtance of. 
he Spirit, | 
And if fo, .then for a man to conti- 
ve from time to time in Prayer wittt 
00d, it muſt of neceſſity be with'the . 
Ipirmt. | 
Chriſt tells us, That =er ought al-. 
5 tv pray, and not to faint, Luke 15, 
2. And again tells us, that: this fs 
re definition of : an 'Hypocrite, That 
Mither be will not continue in Prayer, or © 


p P 2 If he do, it will not be in the power, © 
! C (Job 


5 1 wil pray wich the Spurit, ”_ 


( Job 27. x0.) that is, in the Spirit 
Prayer, but in the Form, for apretenqggV 
oxly, Mat. 23.14. © | ho 

It 1s the eaſieſt thing. of a hundredJon 
to fall from the Power to the Fornfſi 
but it is the hardeſt thing of many, tfÞÞl« 
keep 1n the Life, Spirit and Power dÞjn: 
any one duty, eſpecially Prayer : Tha) 
is ſuch a work, that a man without thi” 
help of the Spirit cannot ſo; much 
pray once ; much leſs, continue with|ſo! 
out it ina ſweet praying frame, and iſſſih: 
praying ſo topray, as to have his Pray | 
ers to aſcend into the ears of the Lorfſr 
God of Sabboth, Is 

Facob did not only begin, but held 1 
I will not let thee go, unleſs rhou bleſs m of 
Gen, 32, thi 
_ |. Sodid the reſt of the Godly, Hoſ.1 

4. But this could not bs without t 

.Spirit of Prayer, Ir & through.the Sp 
rit that we have acceſs to the F Ss Ep 
"22.18, 

That 7 WE is a remarkable place 
Fede, when he Rirreth up the, Saint 
_ by the Judgment! of God upon th 

| ; '*  Wickec 
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I will pray with the Spirit, 8c, * 57 
er Wicked to ſtand faſt, and continue or 
hold out 1n the Faith of the Goſpel, as 
reFone excellent, means thereto, without 
rnvhich he knew they would »ever be a- 
y, ble to do it. Saith he, Build up your ſelves * 
1 dJ your moſt holy Faith, praying 1n the ho- 
J/ Ghoſt, Jude 20. As if he had ſaid, 
brethrex, as eternal Life ts laid np for the 
ſons that hold ont only; ſo you cannot 
hold out, unleſs you continue praying in 
the Spirit. Es 
The great cheat that the Devil and 
Antichriſt deludes the world withal, it 
s to make them continue in the Form 
f any Duty, the Form of Preaching,” 
0 Hearing, of Praying, &c. Theſe are' 
fry that have a Form of Godltneſs, but 
ieny the Power, from: ſuch turn away): [if 
2 Ti. 3. F- WM 
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| Here followeth the Third I" 
| Thing; to wit, The 

RD din 

What it us to pray with the Spirit nb 


and with tnderflanding, 


And now to the next thing, Whal 
it 18 to pray with the Spirit, and to pra 
with the nderſtanding alſo, For the A 
poſtle pur a clear diftin&tion betwee 
 frajing with the Spirit, and praying wil 

J the-Spirit and Underftandiy fg. . The retort 
when bh: ſaith, he wil praxÞwyh the Sp 
W 5, he addeth, aud 1 will pray with th 
Knderſianding | alſo | This diſtinRiot 
was occaſioned through the Corin:hian 
not obſerving that it was theif duty tc 
| do what they did to the Edification off '2e 
wy: themſelves, and others too ; wherea 
& they” diu-it for their own. commen 

| © cations. So judge, For many of the 
baving extitaordinary gifts, 4s to ſpea 
wil divers tongues, Fr, therefore the 
wer 


1 witl pray with the Spirit, &c. 959 
were more for thoſe mighty gifts, than 
they weErefor the edifying of their Bre=- 
thren ; which was: the cauſe that Part 
wrote this Chapter to them, to let. 
them underſtand, that though extraor- 
dinary eifts were excellent, yet, todo 
what they did to the edification of the Þ 
Church, was more excellent. For (ſaith 
the Apoſtle ) if 4 pray #n an unknown. 
ff 191g9e,057 Spirit prayeth, but my Vnder= 
$f f4nding {( and allo the Underftanding | 
Yof others)  »nfruicful. Therefore, / WM 
will ray with the Spirit, and Iwill pray Wi 
JW :th the Knderſtanding alſo, 1% Cor. 14. "Wl 
Y 4,5,--12,71351415, &c.read the ſcopes WA 
JF of the whole Chapter. bY £ 
It is expzdient then that the Zzder» Y 
© [4»d:»g ſhould be occupied in Prayer, - 
as well as the heart and mouth; Z »il Þ | 
fray with the Spirit, and I will pray with WWW. 
the Knderſtanding alſo. That whichis WY 
done with Underltandine,is done more 
xeffetually, ſenhibly and heartitys £451 
I ſhall further ſhew anon) than that - 
which is done without it, Which made: 
the-Apoſtle pray for the Colofſians, That Y 


\ 
k « & 


& Twillpray with the Spirat, &c | Is 
God would fill them with the knowledge of | Fi 
his Will, in all. wiſdom, aud ſpiritual un-Gtsp 
derſtanding ; Col. x. 9. And for the 

. Epreſians, That: God wonld give unto 
them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation 
ws: the knowledge of hum, Eph.1.17. And 
ſo for the Philippians, That God weuld 
make them abound in knowledge and in al 
judgment, Phil. 1,9. 

A ſuitable underſtanding is-good in 
every thing a man undertakes, either 
Civil or Spiritual ; and therefore iti 

Y mult be defired by all them that would ſhi 
W-. be a praying People, 

In my ſpeaking to this, I ſhall ſhew 
you Whatit is to pray with Undeirſtand-fh: 
10g. a 

Underſtanding is to be taken both fore; 
Wt fpeaking in oir Mother-Tongne, andif 
BE alſo Experimentally, | 
I (hall paſs the firſt, and treat only 
on the ſecond, | | 
For the making of right Prayers, it isÞt i 
to. bz required, that there ſhould be a 
| 200d or fpiritual underRandiog /in all 
SY ttm who pray to God... Wor 
b | : Firſt, | 


St 1 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c, Gr 
Firſt, To pray with underſtanding, 
to pray as being inſtrutted by the. Spirus, 
the underſtanding of the want of thoſe 
izgs which the Soul 15 to pray for. : 
Though a'man b2 in never ſo much 
2d of pardon of fin, and deliverance 
om wrath to come, yet if he under- 


nd not this, he will either not de- _ 


ethem at all, orelſe bz ſo cold'and 
ke-warm-in his. deſires after them, 
at God will even loath their frame of 
it 18- a$King for them, Thus 1t was 
th the Church of the Laodigeans, they 
nted knowledge or ſpiritual under-= 
nding ; They knew. not that they 
re poor , wretched, blind and nakg#: 
he cauſe whereof, made them, and all 
beir ſervices, ſo loathſom to Chriſt, 
bat he threatens 70 ſpue them out of his 
wth, Rev. 3. 17. _. £159: 
Men without underſtanding,may ſay 
be ſame words in prayer a$'others/do 
ut if there be an underſtanding in/the 
te, and none 1n the-other 3 there ts, 
N there 1s 4 mighty difference. 1n 


Qne: 


peaking the very ſame. words! The _ F 


62 I will way with the Spirit, &c, Þ 7 
one ſpeaking it from a ſpiritual under, a 
Banding of thoſe things ,-4bat he iſſhe i 
words defires z and the other words he y 
only, and there 1s all, s 
Secondly, Spiritual underftanding{ir. 
eſpieth in the heart of God , a readinh; ; 
and willingneſs to give thoſe things toll 5 
ſoul, that t ſtands 1% netd of, ing 
David by this,could gueſsat the ver 
thoughts of God towards him , P 4 hen 
40. » | ; is { 
_ _Andthusit was with the woman ey | 
Canaan ( Mat, 15.22, 23, 24,25,2 T 
27, 28,) ſhe did by Faith and a rigli«ca 
Underſtanding, diſcern ( beyond aeſy 
the rough carriage of Chriſt ) tendelble 
neſs and Willingneſs in 'his- heart tiſkes. 
my fave, which cauſed her to be vehemetſſore 
my  andeamelſt, yea, reftleſs, until ſhe dih;þ, 
: enjoy the mercy ſhe ſtood in neqþy, 
of. 
--— An underſtanding of the willingnefſGpici 
thatis in the heart of God to ſave linhhe ; 
ners, there 18 nothing will'preſs thipþ;, 
foul more to feek-after God, and to ciiſwhi, 
for pardon, than it, If A to It 
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I will pray with the Spirit, &c, G3 
e 2 Pearl, worth an hundred pounds, 
Se in a ditch, yet if he underſtood not 
We value of it, he would lightly paſs it 
ſ; butif he once get the ] knowledge 
fit, he would venture upto-the neck 
pr 1t, 
"Y So it 1s With ſouls concerning the 
ings of God ; If a man once getan 
derſtanding of the worth of them, 
hen his heart, nay the very rengrh of- 
is ſoul runs after them,and he will ne= FF 
r leave crying till he have them, E | 
The two blind men in the Goſpel, Þ 
cauſe they did certainly know that 
Weſus,who Was going by them, was bath.” 
*Wble and willins to heal ſuch infirmi- 
es as they were sMicted with, there= 
"Fore they cryed, and the more they were 
Wrebaked, the more they cred, Mat, 204 # 
$3, 30, 31. : 
Thirdly, The Underſtanding being l 
ſpiritually enlightned .bereby, there-w-i 
Sibe way (as aforeſrid)diſeoveredthrough 
. vhich the ſoul ſhould com unto. God ; 
which gives great encouragement UN | 


Mo 1t, l} 
3 It 1 


cw» FE 
. 


| 
y 
# 


| 


I 
4. 
agua tia—yyss A. —_— —— — —— _ 
—_—_— —— — — 
_—— —— a | tha 


ewe? FT 
64 1 willpray wuth the Spirit, &c. | 
It 1s elſe with a poor ſoul, -as witÞ;nd 
one who hath a work to do, and if it bGowa 
not done, the danger is great; if it bes 
done, ſo is the advantage : but he knowſſh, be 
not how to begin, nor how'to proceedFſhro1 
and ſo through diſcouragement, lets allſk&s 
alone, and runs the hazard. nd 
Fourthly,The enlightned underſtaniGron 
ing, ſees largeneſs enough in the Prom'|ellure! 
to encourage it to pray, Which (till adds (Wha 
it ſtrength to ſtrength, As when methhe, 
promiſe ſuch and ſuch things to all thaiucy 
will come for them, it is great encoufſh {, 
ragement to thoſe that know what profiſyy C 
miſes are made, to come and ask fofert, 
them. ri 
Fifthly, The Underſtanding beinflmsr 
enlightned, way i made for the ſoul Ye 
come to.God with [aitable arguments. rr 
Sometimes in a way of expoltulationf} 
as Jacob, Gen,z2,9, Sometines in waſſhen 
. of ſupplicatian, yet not in a verbal waſiLor 
_ only,” buteven from the heart there iFYting 
forced by the Spirit, through the under 1 
ttanding,ſuch effe&nal Arguments, 4Yſant 
moveth the heart of God, 


1 will pray with the Spirit, 8c, G65  * 
When Ephraim gets a night under- 
iandingof his own unſeemly carriages 
pwards the Lodz" ther” he begins tv 
moan himſelf, Jer.31.18,19,20, and 
n bemoaning of himſelf, he uſeth ſuch 
Arcuments with the Lord, that it af- 
ets his heart, draws out forgiveneſs, - 
nd makes Ephraim pleaſant in his eyes 
rough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. I have 
wely heard Ephraim lemoaning himſelf 
bus ( ſaith God ) Thor haſt chaſtiſed 
Wn, and I was chaſtiſed ; as a bullock un- 
wcuſtomed to the yoak.: turn thou me, and 
ſhall be turned ; for thou art the Lord 
On God, ' Surely after I was turned, I re- 
Ofhent ed; aud after I was inftruited (or had 
| right underſtanding of my ſelf 7 
mote upon mythigh. 1 was aſhamed, yea, 
Seven confonnded, becauſe 1 did bear the 
reproach of my youth. | | 
- Theſe be Ephraim's complaints, and 
demoaninge of / himſelf ; at which the } 
ord breaks forth into:theſe heatt-meſ<" " 
ting expreſſions, ſayings” © * | 
I's Ephrains-my dear Son ? Is he aplea- 
ant Child ? For ſince 1 ſpaks unto him, 
F do 


” 66 I willpraywith the Spirut, &c, | 1 
' TI do earneſtly remember him ſtill ; thergan 
fore my bowels are troubled for him; : fon 
will ſarely have mer cy upon him, ſauh thi 
Lord. 
Thus you ſee, that as it 1$ require 

to pray with the Spirit, ſo it 15'to pra 
with the Underſtanding alſo. 
 Andto illuſtrate what hath been ſpa 
ken by a fimilitude : 
Set the caſe there ſhould come tw 

-a begging to your door, the one is 
poor, lame, wounded,.and:almoſt:ftar 
| - ved creature ; the other is :a -healchfuſ 
luſty perſon. 
Theſe two -nfe the ſame words nh 
their begging, the one ſaith he-1s a 
moſt -flarved, fo: doth the other ; bu 
yet-the man that is indeed the poor 
lame, or maimed perſon , the ſpeak 
with more ſence,feeling and underttan 

_ ding of the miſery that:ts mentionec 
= incheir b:gging than theotherican do] 
R-anad.it 18 diſcovered moze-bythis affc 
WAS ctionate ſpeaking, hits bemoamng him 
ſelf: His pain and poverty makes hit 
ſpeak more in-a ſpirit of _ | 


erÞan the other, and he ſhall be pittied 
oner than the other, by all thoſe that 
ave the leaſt dram of natural zffeRion 
r pity. 

Juſt thus it is with God, 

There are ſome who out of cuſtom 
nd formality, go and pray ; there are 
thers,who go inthe bitterneſs of their 
it : The one he-prayes out of bare 
Wihotion , and naked knowledge -; the 
$sFiher hath his wards foxced from/him 
$7 the anguiſh-of-his ſoul. Surely, that 
fu the man that-God will look at, even 
im that is of a humble and contrite ſpt- 
ſit, and that trewLleth at his word, Iſa. 
6, 25 | 
S:ixthly, An underſtanding well en. 
ohtned , 1$ of admirable uſe alfo , 
th as to the matter and manner of Pray- 


He that hath his underſtanding well 
xerciſed,to diſcern between;good:and BE 
1, and in it placed aſence, eithes of. "i 

e miſery of man, or-the mercy of } 
od; that ſoul hath no need-of the 
'ritings. of othex men, 'to gs | 
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68 I will pray with the Spirit, &c, 1 
by Forms of Prayer - For as he thJ Se 
feels the pain, needs not to be learnqar 
to cry, Oh ! Even ſo, he that hath hjÞþd! 
Underſtanding opened by the Spirifor 
needs not ſo to be taught of other men{Tt 
prayers,as that he cannot pray Withor 
them : the preſent ſence, feeling, an 
preflare that lyeth upon his fpirit, pre 
vokes him to groan gut his requeſts uni 
_ to the Lord, 
When David had the pains of he 
catching hold on him, and the ſorrow 
of hell compaſſing him about, he need 
_ ednot a Biſhop i» a Sarplice, to leat 
him to ſay, O Lord, 7 beſeech thee deli 
ver my ſoul, Pſal. 216. 3, 4, Or to loo 
- 4nto a Book to teach him in © Form ($91 
pour out his heart before God. 
- Iris the nature of the heart of (ico! 
' men, in their pain and ſickneſs,to venſſie 

_ It {elf for eaſe, by dolorous groans an) 
complaints to them that ſtand by. Þv 

+ .> Thus it was with David, in Pſal. 38] t 
to the 12, v##fe.. And thus, bleſſed b@fc 
the Lord! it is with them that are induc 
ed with the Grace of God, the 
Seventh 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c. G9 

hJ Seventhly, Ir is neceſſary that there 

Fn enligatned underſtanding, to the; 
| hÞÞd chat the ſoul be kept in a continu= 
iriRion of the duty of Prayer. b 

1c The People of God are not ignorant 

1ooþv many wiles, tricks, and temptati- 
5 the Devil hath to make a poor ſoul, 
bois traly willing to have the Lord 

ſus Chriſt, and that upon Chriſt's 

ms too; I ſay, to tempt that ſoul 

)be wearyof ſeeking the face of God, 
&d to think that God is not willing to 

we mercy on ſuch a one as him. I, 
ith Satan, thou mayeſt pray indeed, 

Wit thou ſhalt not prevail. Thou ſeeſt 


ſt not pray in good earneſt, thy 
oughts are running after other things, 
enfſien thou pretendeſt to pray to God., 
way hypocrite, go no further,it is-but 

vain to ſtrive any longer, Do 
> $0] Here now, if the ſoul be not.well "| 
b@formed in its underſtanding, it will. } 
JuSreſently cry out, The Lord hath for- 

then me, and my God hath forgotten me, 
thy : 


ine heart 1s hard,cold,dnll and dead,- © i 
lou doſt not pray with the Spitit,thou' - ; [ 


Iſa, } 


Jo Iwillpray withthe Spirit, &c, 
. Ifa. 45. 27, Whereas the ſoul right! 


 F will feth the' Lord, and-wait ; I will n 
leave off though the Lord keep ſilence, an 
ſpeak not one word of comfort, Iſa, 49 


X4 


made him- wreſtle before he had th 
bleſſing, Gen, 32, 25, 26, 27. 


Seeming delayes in God are no tol 
kens of his diſpleaſure ; he may hid 


informed'and enlightned; ſaith ; mel 


1 


7 
þ 
0] 
/ 


He loved Facob dearly, and yet h@ 


- his face from his deareſt Saints , //aFf 


8, 17. He loves to: keep: his Peopl 


praying, and'to find them ever knock 


1ng at the Gate of Heaven': It mayb 
ſays the ſoul, the Lord' tries me, or hi 
loves to hear me gtoan out my conditi 


mW od before him. 


; _ © The Woman of Caraay would: no 
- take ſeeming. demals for :real' ones 
© ſheknew'the Lord was gracious, Luk 
18. x,to6, And the Lord will avenge 


his People , though! he bear long with 
them. The Lord hath waited' lon 


gr upon me, than I have waited.o 


him : And this it was with David, 


wait 


| / wid praywith the Spirit, 8c, 7x. 
ured patiently, (aith he : Thatis, It 

$ long before the Loxd anſwered me, 
Eo At the laſt,he exclined hs ear uns 
me, , and heard 27 cry, Plale 40. Is 
And the moſt Excellent remedy for 
1s, 1s an underſtanding well inform- 
landenlightned. 

Alas, how many poor ſouls are there 
the world, that truly fear the Lord; 
o,becauſe they are not well inform- 
lin their underſtanding, are oft rea- 


I[A$to give up all for loſt, upon almoſt 


ery trick and temptation of Satan! 
: Lord pitty them, and help them to 
y with the Spirit, and With the Un« 
tanding alſo. | 
-Y Much of mine own experience could 
here diſcover ; when I have beenin 


fits of agony 'of Spirit, I have bzen ©. 


ongly perſwaded'to leave off, arid tq 


uk the Lord no longer ; bur being ' 


ode to underſtand, whatgreat finmers, — 
We Lord hath had mercy. upon--and : 
w large bis Promifes” were ſtill'to 
offtmers-; "and that it was not the whole, 
| t the fick ; - not the righteous, but the 
; bones 
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72 I will pray with the Spirit, 8c. 


| he extended his Grace and Metcy un 


finner,not the full, but the empty, tha 


to, - | 

This made me, through the affiſtanc 
of his holy Spirit, to cleave to him, t 
hang upon him, and yet to cry, thousſſi 
for the preſent he made no anſwer; an 
the Lord help all his poor tempted an 
afflicted People to do the like, and 0 
continue, though it be long, accordinj{l 
to thz ſaying of the Prophet, Hah.2. 
And to help them (to that end) to pra 
not by the inventions of men, and the 
ſtinted Forms, but with the;Spirit, anþ H 
with the Underſtanding alſo, | 


And now to anſwer a Query or tw)! 
and ſo to paſs on to the next thing, I's: 


Query 1. ' © 


But what would you have mu poor creds* 
tures te do, that cannot tell how to pra 
the Lord knows, 1 know not either how 
pray, or what to pray for? | es wh 


Anſm 


I willpray with the Spirit, 8c. 73 | 


ha PS 
In a" Mower. 
nd Poor heart ! Thou canſt not ( thou _ } 
tFomplaineſt) pray. Canſt thou ſee thy + } 
voſſtiſery? Hath God ſhewed thee that Þ} 
anfſÞ0u art by nature under the Curſe cf 
anfis Law ? If ſo, do not miſtake, I know 
jou doſt groan, and that moſt bitterly. 
m perſwaded, thou canſt ſcarcely be 
und doing any thing in thy calling, 
Wt Prayer breaks from thy heart, Roms. 
28. Have not thy groans gone np” 
Heaven from every corner of thy 
uſe ? I know tis thus ; and ſo alſo, 
th thine own ſorrowful heart witneſs 
7 tears, thy forgetfulneſs of thy cal- 
ng, &c? Is notthy heart ſo-full of de-' 
es after the things of another world, 
at many times thou doſt even forget 
te things of this World ? Prethee read 
refs Scripture, Job 23. 12. 16 
w_ | : - _ 
on Query. 2 


Yea, but when go into ſecret, and in. -* 
zend 


ſo 


| 
[ 
, 


aa 74 | wall pray with the Spirit, Kc. 


tend to pour out my ſoul before God, I cavl - 


| __ ſay any thing at all, Tt 
| We 
Anſwers hi 


Ah ſweet ſoul ! It 1s not thy words 
that Gad ſo much regards, as that he 
will not mind thee, except thou comellÞ 
before him with-ſome eloquent Orati 
on'; His eye is-on the brokenneſs 0 
enine heart, and that it 1s that mak 
the very bowels of the Lord run over 
A broken and a contrite heart,O God,tho 
lt not. deſpiſe, Pal. 51, 17. 

2, The ſtopping of thy words ma 
ariſe from over much trouble in thi 
heart, David was ſo troubled fomef 
times,that he could not ſpeak,, Pſal. 77Ftic 
3,4+ But this may comfort all ſuch ſorfſcy 
rowWful hearts as. thou art, that thougYn 
thou canſt not through the anguiſh offiſes 
thy ſpirit ſpeak much, yet the holy Spi Y.« 
nit ftirs up in thine heart Sroans ant 
fighs , ſo much. the more vehement thi 
when the mouth is hindred ,yet the SpiJ . 
- Fit 1s Bot. lo 


Moſes] - 


1 will pray with the Spirnt, &c. Foy. © 
- eMeſes, a5 aforeſaid, made Heaven 
Grng 424a1n With bis Prayers, when (that! | 
neread of )"not one. Ngzd come ont ef, 
his mouth, Barg | 
. If thou wouldeſt more fully CX= 
ds 'reſs thy ſelf before the Loxd ; ftudy, 
bt Frrit, Thy filthy Eftate, 
ie Secondly, Gods Promiſes. 
1 Thirdly, The Heart of Chriſt. 
8 off | Which thou mayeſt know or dif- 
yy *; 
-; By his condeſcention and blood-- 
ſhe 
2. By the mercy he hath extended | 
to great finners formerly ; and plead 
thine own vileneſs by way of bemoan- i 
ing: Chriſts blood by Way of expoſtula- [| 


ion; and in thy prayers, let the mer- | 
orficy that he hath extended to other great 
usYfinners, together with bis rich promi- 
1 ONſes of orace, be much upon thy heart. 
pi Yet let me counſel thee : a. 
any x, Take heed that _ content not | 
ntfithy ſelf with words. - 
Spill 2, That thou do not think that God 
looks only at them neither, But, | 
ſes - TY 2 3. How--; 


of 


Yd 


3 forward to Prayer, though we ought 


76 AI willpraywiththe Spirit, &c, 

3. However, whether thy words be | 
few or many, 4et thme heart. go with 
them; And then fhalrthouſeth him, and | i; 
find him, when thou ſhalt-ſech, him with Nt} 
thy whole heart, Jer. 29. 13+ e; 


Objea. x, 


But though you have ſeemed to ſpeak, 
againſt any other way of praying but by Bh; 
the Spirit, yet here jou your ſelf can groe 
derettions how to pray, 


Anſw, 


. We ought to prompt one another 


. notto make for each other Forms of þ 
Prayer; - :: | 
To exhort to pray with Chriſtian di- 
rection 1s on2 thing, and to make ſtin- 
ted Forms for the tying up of the Spt- 
11t of God to them, 1s another thing. 
The Apoltle:sives. them no form to 
pray Withal, yet direQts to Prayer, Eph, 
6. IS. Rom, 15, 30,31, 32, TV} 
Let 


co 


þ 


et 


T-mill pray with the Spirit, &c. 77 © 
Let-no man therefore conclude, that 
| | becauſe-we may with. allowance give 
inſtructions and-queaons 409 pray.;z\ 
that therefore it. 1s: lawful-to make for 
each other Forms of. Prayer. 


ObjeR. 2, 


But if we do not uſe Forms of Prayer, | 
how __ we teach our Children to my F: 


Anſw. 


My judoement i is,. that men go he 
vrong Way to learn. their Children to 
pray, in going. about ſo ſoon to-learn 
them apy ſet company of words,  4$$ 
he: common uſe of poor. acaturetiÞ 
lO, yy -t, 
For to me it ſeems to be a better: way 
or people betimes to teMl their Chile. 
ren, What curſed creatures they,are, 
nd; bow they are- under_the-wrath of 

bod by. reaſon: of 'vriginal and-aQual 
n : alſo to tell them the mature of- 
od's wrath, and the durationof :the _ 

iD; 3 mileiy;. 


by 


78 1 willpray wah the Spirit, &c. 
-miſery ; which if they conſcienitieuſ] 
_ :dogthey would ſooner learn their Chil. op 
/ dren to pray than'they do. gc! 
The way that men learn to pray, it: 
is by conviction for fin ; and this 1s the j1 
Way to-make our ſweet babes do ſo too] 11 
Bur the other way, namely, to be buſi | 
_ tnlearning Children Forms of Prayer 
.before they know any thing elſe, iti y"# 
the next way to make them curſed h 
pocrictes, and to puff them up wit 
pride, Learr: therefore your Childret 
to know. their wretchedftate, and cor 
"dition ; tell them of hell nie, at 
their fins, of damnarion,and ſalvatiot 
the way to-eſcape the one, atid'toc 
- foy the other ( if, you know-'it you 
[ſelves ) and this will take tears 
down your ſweet babes eyes, and hea 
þr 2 ron flow from their hearts; anſ": 
 _ -then alſo you may tell them to who! 
| they ſhould pray, and through who! 
"they 1ſhonld-pray ; 'you may tell the 
alſo of Gods pronuſes, and his formg © 
' grace extended to fingers; accofding 
the word, LP > 


I-will praymith the Spirit, &c, ' 79 
Ah! poor ſweet babes, the Lord 
open their eyes, and make them holy. 
Chriſtians. Saith-David; Conee ye Chils, 
of dren, bearken unto me, and I will teach 
ll 114 the fear of the Lord, Pſalm -34. 
II, 

He doth not ſay, I will nuzle you u 
in a Form of Prayer ; but, 7 will Dt 
if 10u the fear of the Lord; Which is to 
1M ſee their ſad ſtates by nature, and to be 
(Yinſtructed in the truth of the Goſpel, 
Ynbich doth through the Spitit beget 
off Prayer in every one that in truth learns 
vt: And the more.you learn them this, 
the more will their heatts run out ts KW 
God in Prayer. TD 
| God did never account Paul a pray- 
affine man, until he was a convinced aud - 
Pverted man, As 9,11, no more Bf 
W:11 it bewith any elſe, 


ObjeR. 3, - 


77; we find that the Diſeiples deſired 
that Chriſt would teach thems to pray, as 


John \a!ſo ranght his Diſciples ; 'and , 
1 y D '4-::-..- 008 


F $o Toll pray with the Spirit, &C, 


4 
that thereupon he taught them that Forwl, .. 
called the Lord's Prayes, - ,—- to 
_— IG: þ Wiyt 

Anſw, and 
emi 


Firft, To be taught by Chriſt , iy, 
that which not only they, but we de 
fire; and ſeeing he 1s not here in hi 
p2rſon to teach-us, the Lord teach us by 
his Word and Spirit ; for the Spitit is 
it Which he hatb ſaid he would ſend te 
ſupply in his room when he went away, 
as it 18, Johy 14, x6. and x6, 7 |} 


Secondly, As to that called a Form 
T cannot think that Chriſt intended 1 
as a {tinted Form of Prayer. | 

Firſt, Becauſe he himſelf layeth. itY 
down diveifly, as is to he ſeen, if you 
compare, Matth, 6, with Luke 11, 
Whereas, if he intended it as a ſet- 
Form, it muſt not. have bzen ſo laid 
down: for a ſet-Form is ſo many wordsÞ]: 
and no more, + -,\ 
| Secondly, We do not. find that ti 
| Apoſtles did ever obſerve it as ſuch, 
_— | neithetÞ- 


b 


rari 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c, $t 

MI neither did they admoniſh others ſo to 

$do - Search all their Epiſtles :Yet ſure- 
Ty they, both for knowledge to diſcern; 
2nd faithfulneſs to practiſe, were as \ 

, Feminent as any He ever fince inthe 

"YVorld, Wngn Would. impoſe io". 


But in a word ;: Chriſt by thoſe 
nords, Our Father, &e: doth inſtruct 
is People what Rules they ſhould ob- 
Ive in their Prayers to God, 


le Mb. nt. an X 


.- That they ſhould pray in "Faith. 
2, ''To Godin the Heavens. 
2 3. For ſuch things as are according! 
{his Will, &c, Pray thus; or, mo 
his Manners 


Obje8. 4 


But Chriſt bids, Pray for hs Sp ape 
bis implyeth, 1 bat men without the 

t, may notwithſlanding pray”; "and be | 
tard ; See Luke Fi, 9; 10, 11, 12, 
$9. EN = 


$2 1 will pray with the Spirit, &c, 


. Anſw,z, The ſpeech of Chrilt there 
| AsdureRted torhis owns verſe, L.. ve 
=Y it 
2, Chriſt is: telling of them, thatclu 
©G01 would give his holy Spirit to-ther 
that ask him, is to be underſtood of gi 
ving more of the holy Spirit ; For Riil 
they.are the Diſciples ſpoken to,whichii 
| had a meaſure of the Spirit already 
for he ſaith, #hen ye pray, ſay, Or Fa 
ther, 8c. v. 2. I ſay unto you, v8. And. | 
1 fag unto you, vel, 9. If ye then bring 6il 
evil, know how-to grve godd things to you 
Children, how much more ſhall your bes 
. wenly Father pive the boly-Sprrat to th 
. that ack bim ? | 
Chriſtians ought to-pray for the Sp 
| Hit, that is, for more of it, though Go 
hath.endued them with it already. 


Queſt. 


i would you have none pray, / | 
tHoſe- that know they are the Diſciples] 73 


 Chntec A Wo 


1 will pray wth the Spirit, &c, 83 W 
Anſw. Yes. | 
1, Eecevery ſoul that would be fe 

ved, pour ou at, ſelf -to God, a 

it cannot, through temptation, cond 

1tf clude it ſelf a Child of God, And, ' 


re 


2, 1 know if the orace of God bein 
thee, 1t will be as natural fo thee'to 
Tan out thy condition, as it 1s for a 
ſucking Child to cry for the breaſt, 


Prayer i is one of the firſt things chat 
 diſcovereth a man to be a Chriſtian, 
Afts 9. 12, But yet iFit beright, it is) FU}; 
A fuch Prayer as followeth. - 


Firſt, To defire God in Chriſt, for 

18 Himſelf, for his Holinefs, Love, Wil-- 

4 dom and Glory. For right Prayer,” as if 
it runs only to God through Chriſt, ſo | | 
K centers in him, and in him alone ;- | | 
Whons have I in Heaven but thee.? anth-1 
there is none in Earth that 4deftre(long, 


| for, or ſeek afrer/) bepues thee, . Plats - 
73. we FY 


| Secondly, | 


84 LI wilpraymiththe Spirit, &c, || I 

" Secondly, That the ſoul might-en«nol 
Joy continual Communion with him, 
\botti.here and hereafter. I (hall be ſatu- 
"fied, when I awake, withthine Image, wr 

| za thy likeneſs, Plal,17.15. For mthit 
we groan earneſily, &c. 2 Cor. 5,2. 


Thirdly, Right Prayer is: accompa-fſſi 
nied with a continual labour after that} 
which-is prayed for. My ſoul waiteth 
for the Lord, more than they that watch 
for the morning, Pſal; 139. 6. 1 will a- 
riſe now and ſeek him whom my ſoul l1- 
weth, Cant, 3. 2, 2, 
For mark, 1 beſeech you, there is 

. two things that provoke to Prayer : 

| One is, a deteſta:ion to fin, and the: 

things of this' life; The other. is, 4 
longing defire after Communion with 

God,in an holy and undefiled ftate.and Þpp 
| inheritance... | 
| —>Compare- but this one thing withf 1, 
moſtof-the Prayers that are made by 
men, and you- hall. find them but} 2 
| mock-prayers, and the breathings of 
| an abominable' ſpuit ; for even oh 
{ —_ mo 


( 


Ty 
\ 


I will pray with the S pirur, &&c, 35 
n-Moſt. of men, either not pray at all, or 
n, elſe only-endeavour to mock God and 
gi World, by ſo.doing : for, do'bnr\, 
orpompare their Vaeotiand the courſe of \ 
heir lives together, and you may eati= 

y ſee that the thing-included'in their _ 
rayerzis the leaſt looked after by thei 
wes. Oh ſad Hypocrites! . 


Thus have Lbriefly ſhewed you,. 
© 1. What Prayer 1s. 
2, What it is to pray with the Spurit; 


3. What it is to pray with the Spirit, 
and with the Underſtanding alſo. 


I ſhall now ſpeak a word or two of Li 
Ipplication, and ſoconclude: with,. | 
' BN 


Ic. eA word of Information. : P_ 


"es... RE 


2, A. word: wy Encouragemants. 
3s Amerd of Rebuke, 


8s U[rnillpra with the Spirit, &c. 
USE. I. 
— "Yo OTE BY 
"© A Word of Information, 


For the firſt, to inform you, That 1 
Prayer is the duty of every one of thyhi 
Children,of God,and carried 6n by thGlor 
Spirit of Chriſt in the Soul : So ever 
one that doth but offer to take uponhin 
to pray to the Lord, had need be ver 
wary, and go about that work eſpecially} 
with the Dread of God,as well as witlfftha: 

. hopes of the Mercy of God through Jae 
- ſus Chriſt, ma' 


Prayer is an Ordinance of God, it 
which a man draws very near to God 

. and therefore it calleth for ſo much th 
more of. the aſlittance of the Grace 
{ God, to help a ſoul topray,as becom 
one that is in the preſence of him. 


It is a ſhainefar a man to behavg of 1 
himſelf 1rreverently before a King 
but a lin to do {0 before God. And af y 


, 


| 7 will praywith the Spirit, &c, Bz \ 

& King (if wiſe ) is not pleaſed with an 
'$Oration made up with unſeemly words 
nd geſtures 3 So God-takgs xo pltaſure.. 
1" the ſacrifice of feols, Eccleſ. 5. 1, 4. 
It 1s not long diſcourſes, nor elo- 
went tongues, that are the things 
1@nhich are pleaſing in the ears of the 
Alord ; but a hnmble, broken and contre 
1 Fbeart ( Pſal. 51. 17, ſa. 57.15.) that 

Wis (weet in the noſtrils of the heavenly 
[YMajeſty. 

_ Therefore for information, know, | 
that there are theſe Five Things that |} 
ae obſtructions to Prayer, and even | 
make vord the requeſts of the creature, 


Firſt. 


| When men regard iniquity in thete {{ 
hearts, at the time of their Prayers be» 

fore God. If I regard iniquity ws my If 
heart, the Lord will not hear my Pri 
&, Pſal. 66, 18, For the-preventing 
of remptation, thfit Hy. the miſunder- | 
ſanding of this, may ſeize thy heart ;, 
when there is a ſecxet love to that | 
very Þ 


88 [willpray with the Spirit, &c. 
very thing, which thou with thy-diſ] 
ſembling.lips doſt ask for frength x 
Fink, For this'is, the wickedneſs of 
/ man's heart, that it will even love, and 
| hold faſt that, which wich the mouth if" 
prayeth-againſt ; and of this ſort arc 
they, that honour God with their mouth 
but their heart 1s far from him, Ezek 
33« 37. h | 
Oh how ugly would it be in our eyes 
if we ſhould ſee a beggar agk an alms 
withintention to throw it to the Dogs! 
Or, that. ſhould ſay with onebreath, 
pray. you beſtow this upon me ; and}... 
With the next, I beſeech you give it me 
not. And yet thus it 1s with theſe kind 
of perſons ; With their mouth they lay, : 
Thy will be done ; and with their hearts 
Nothing leſs. With their mouth. ſay 
Hallowed be thy Name ; and with'theit 
= hearts and lives, they delight to diſho» 
mm —nour him all the day long. | 
W  Thefebethe prayers that becomeſf 
fin, Pſal; 109. 7. #ad though they put 
| themup oftenz yet the'Lord will ne- 
{ ver anſwerthem,.2' Sam; 22. 429... 
FF - Seconde 


% 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c, $39 Ms 


m— 

When men pray for 2 ſhew- to b2 
jeard, and thought ſome-body in Re- 
1910n, and the like, 

þ Theſe prayers alſo fall far ſhort of 

k od's approbation, and are never like 

0 be anſwered, in reference to eternal 
life, 

There are two ſorts of men that pray 
0 this end. 

TY x, Your Trencher- Chaplains, that 

Micuſt themſelves into great mens Fa- 
lilies, pretending theWorſhip cf God, | 
hen in truth the greateſt buſinels is J{# 
ix own Bellies': which were notably 1 
Finted ' out by.- oAhadb's Prophets, + . 
I Kings 18, bays and- allo Nebuchad- if 
#122475 wiſe men, Day. 2. who though F 
ey pretended great devotion , yet 
cir ſuſts and their bellies were- ” 6 
reat things aimed at by them wn 


ieir pieces of devotion” 

| 2. Them, alſo-that ſeek repute and 

pplauſe for their eloquent —_— 
ee 


' od - -I'will pray with the Spirit, &c, || 7: 
ſeek more to tickle the ears and heaiee 
of their hearers, than any thing ell 
Theſe be they that pray to be heard ar 
/ feenof mn; and have all their reward a 
| ready, Mat, 6.5, 


Theſe perſons are diſcovered thus, 


x, They eye only their Auditory i 
their expreſſions, "= 

' 2, They look for Commendatio! 
When they have done. | 
3+ Their hearts either riſe or fall aq 
cording to their praiſe or enlargemen 
4 : The length of their Prayer ple: 
feth them ; and that it might be lon 
they will vainly repeat things over an 
over, Matth, 6, 7. They ſtudy for er 
largements, but look. not from wh 
| heart they come. They look for r&o;e 
urns, bur it is the windy applauſe fiihe 
- Amen; and therefore they love nottiy, 
Fl in a Chamber, but among companyſſan 


and if at rubs. conſcience thruſt n 
them into their cloſer, yer hypocrib@ha 
Will cauſe them to be heard in th 

: _ ſtreets] 


Co f 1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. ot | 
eadFreets ; and when their mouthes have 
elFone going, their prayers are ended ; 


1; &c they Wait not to bearken what the _ 
1 Lord will ſay, Pſal. 85. 8.- 


Thirdly, 


UF, 


A third fort of Prayer that will not 

e accepted of God,ir is, When either 
ey pray for wrong things ; or, if for 
onFioht things, yer, that the thing pray- 

| 0 might be ſpent upon their luſts, 
pd laid out to wrong ends, Some have 
W, verauſe they ak not, faith James; 
w others avk and have not, becauſe they 
oem that thry may conſume it F #p0n 
ir duſt, Jam. 4. 2,3) To 


Ends contrary to God's Will, 152 
TForeat Argument with God to fruſtrate 
the Petitions preſented before him. 
Herice it is, that ſo many pray for thie. 
and that, and yet receive it comes 
Y anſwerech them only with 1 — 
S 
| 

| 


f 


: 


have their Words for their labour,” 
that 1 is all. 


ObjeR. 4 


"92 . I wil pray with the Spirit, &c, 191 
Objed, -- , an 
: Cr 


.” God' heareth"ſome perſon <' 
though therr hearts be not right wit yo 

ITE © - on 

him, as he atd Ifrael, in givin "4 
Quails, P/al. 106. 14, though thifias: 


ſpent them upon therr luſts. Wi 
| do 

. Anſwer. Th 

1lol 


-. Tf he doth, its in Judgement,not i! 
Mercy : He gave them their deſire in} 
deed, but they had better have bel 
Without it, for he ſent leanxeſs into the 
fouls, Pal. 106, 15. Wo be to thafFus 
man that God anſwereth thus. | v 


F eurthl % 


_ ,. Another ſort of prayers-there; are thatÞ" | 

Wm atenot anſwered, and thoſe are ſuchſſed 
Was arc fide by-men, and preſented toſſti 
W Godin their own perſons only, with-p? 
out their appeating in the Locd Jeſus. 
For, 


| [will pray with the Spirit, 8c, © 903 
7, though God hath appointed Pray- 
, and promiſed to hear the Prayer of 
Creature5yet not the Prayer of a—— 
Creature that comes norin Chriſt, 
oh you ah any thing in My Name; &c. 
. ſn 14.13. And, Whether ye eat or 
Bk, or whatſoever ye do, do all in the: 
beerse of the Lord Feſms Chriſt, Col. 3. 
. If you ath any thing in my Name, 1 
do its John I4, I4. 
FThough you be never ſo devout, 
lous,earneſt and conſtant in prayer, 
iF'it is in Chriſt only that you muſt 
nÞ feard and accepted. But alas, the 
et of men know not what it .is to 
ime to him in the Namne of the Lord 
as, which is.the reaſontheyeither 
Fe wicked, pray wicked, and alſo. die. 
cred. Qr elſe; ©: + $37 
2, That they attain to nothing elſe 
twhat a meer natural man may at- 
aid unto, as to be exact in word and | 
-hiſed betwixt man and man, and quly 
ofith the  righteouſneſs:0F-the Law, tor 
1-2ar before. God: + (1h 
v, | 
$ 


| 

| 

2 

Wo s | 
F ift bly. | 
; ' 


04 Twill pray with the Sperit, &c, | 1 


ST © 
_—=The laſt thing thar hindreth Prayey 2 

is, The Forms of It without the Power 
It is an cafie thing for men to be ve! 
hot for ſuch things, as Forms of Pray 
er as they are Wiitten in a Book, b 
" yet they are altogether forgetful toer 
quire with themfelves, whether th 


. .- have the Spirit and Power of PrayeWhe 


Theſe men they are like a painted mi},, 
and their Prayers are like a falſe voic ) 
they in perſon appear as Hypocrite 
and their Prayers are an Abomination F 
Prov.28.9, When they ſay they hayſfeſs: 
been pouring out their ſouls to Godſſpot 
he ſaith, they have been bowling lihy b 
dogs, Hoſ, 7. 14, T 
When therefore thou intendeſt, @ord 
art minded to pray'to the Lord of Heiſt 
 venand Earth, conſider theſe follo\[Ls/ 
180g Particulars. if t 
x... Conſider ſeriouſly what thaſſnak 
wanteſt ; donotas many, who in theind: 
words only beat the air, and askiFras 
ſuch things as indeed they do _ df G 
- fart 


1 will p pray web the Spirit, &c.. 9 og | 
, nor (ee that they ftahd 1 in need 
hereof - 

2, When thon ſeeſt what thou Wants 

ſt, keep to that, ahd take-heed thou 

wy ſenſibly. 


' Obje&, 


But I have a ſence of nothing 3 
[When by your Apo I muſt not 
joy at all, 


0 


Anſwer, 


on Firſt, If thou findeſt thy ſelf ſenſ- 
&'s in ſome ſad meaſure, yet thou canſt 
Fot complain of that ſenſleſneſs, but 
$y deing ſenſible, 
There i is a ſenſe of ſenfleſneſs,. 4c | 
ording to thy ſenſe then, that thou" + 
aft of the need of any thing: ſopray, Þ} 
oiLuke 8.9.) and if thou art ſenſible | 
f thy ſenſleſneſs, pray the Lord: to--1þ 
hofnake thee ſenfble of what-ever thou' 
heffindeſt thine heart ſenſleſs of. This 
c {Fas the uſual praftice of the holy men - 
df God; Lord make me to know mine .- 


\ end, 


96 a will pray with the Spirit, (of 


ed, ſaith David, Pſal. 39. 4, Lordi 
open to #4 this Parable, ſaid the Diſci 
ples, Luke, 8. - 

Andtothisis annexed the Promiſe 
Call upon me, and I will hear thee, and. 
ſhew thee great and mighty things he 
thou kyoweſt not, Jer. 33. 3. that tho 
art not ſenſible of, Bur, | 

Secondly, Take heed that thine heart þ 
00 to God as well as thy mouth ; let 
not thy mouth go any further than thou | 
friveſt to draw thine heart along with 
it, David would. lift his heart and ſoulſf” 
to the Lord, and good reaſon : for ſoff: 
far as a mans mouth goeth along with. 
out his heart, ſo far it is but lip-labour 
only ; and though God calleth for,andſ}; 
accepteth the calves of the lips, yet the, 
lips, without the heart, :argueth not 
only ſenſleſneſs, but our being with- 
out ſenſe of our ſenſleſneſs ; : and there-F 
Fore if thou haſt a mind to enlarge inff** 
Prayer before God, ſee that it bz with 
thy heart. +.;,., 

rbordly, Take. heed of affeing ex- ohi 


preſſions, and ſo to pleaſe thy (elf wichÞ*® 
the y 


—_ A 


as | he uſe of them, that thou forget not 
ne Life of Aces 


T Iſhall conclude this Uſe with a Cau- 
| jon ol two. 


_ T akg heed thou do not throw off 
Frazer, through ſudden perſwaſions that 
P haſt not the Spirit, neither prayeſt 
rreby, 
| It is the oreat work of the Devil to 
lo his beſt, or rather work, againſt the 
eſt prayers. He will flatter your falſe 
ifſſembling hypocrites, and feed them 
oFith a thouſand fancies of well-doing, 
ten their very duties of Prayer, and 
. ll other, Rink in the noſtrils vf God ; 
hen he Randeth/ata poor Foſhna's 
#d-to reſiſt: him '( Ia; 66, 5. Lech. 3z. 
8.) that is, toperſwade him, that-nei- 


hFccepted of God... - 

Take heed therefore cf, ſueit Kate 
\-fotclulivns, and avomidleſs diſcourage- 
h Poets, ; And though: tuchperſwaſiqns 


1 nill praywith the Spirit, &c.- 97 


9 come in upon thy ſpitit.z, be ſa | 
far. 


aþer_his- perſon, nor performances ate | 


93 Iwilpraywiththe Spirit, &c. 
Far. from being diſcouraged by them 
that thou uſe them to put thee uponf 
further ſincerity and reftleſneſs of ſpi 
x1t in thy approaching to God, 


Secondly, As ſuch ſudden temptation : 
ſhould not flop thee from Prajer and pourlhs. 
ang ont thy ſoul to God, ſo neither ſhoulied 
thine own hearts corruption hinder thee, thr 


a 
Tt may be thou mayeſt find in theeher 
all: thoſe things before mentioned, andihn| 
that they will be endeavouring to puſſhix 
farth themſelves in thy praying to himſſe 
thy bufineſs then is to judge them, th 
pray againſt them,and to lay thy ſelf {Mir 
much'the more at the foot of God, inffae. 
a ſence of thy own vileneſs; and rathei} 
make an argument. fram'thy.yilenelſet 
and corruption of- heart, to plead witiue] 
God . for juſtifying and ſanQifyinec 
Srace,than an argument of diſcourageſte 
meat and deſpait. '  _ _.. +... flay- 
David went thigWway:; O Lord, ſai... 
he, . pardon wine imquiy,: for. 56 15 greaty.; x 
Makes: : ff. | "25 Ver: 


I mill pray mith the Spirit, Bic, 99 l 
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pl TT Tt /- 
eA Word of Encouragement, 


00 Secondly, To ſpeak a word by way 
Tþf Encouragement (to the poor temp- 
alSed and calt-doyn-ſoul) to pray to God 
« ſbrough Chriſt. Though all Prayer that 
accepted of Gadi in "reference to e- 
| mallife muſt be in the Spiric,for that 
dc nl maketh i! e— for-us _— 
pul po .to the. Wi liof Go : Roms: 6 +27. 
IMB et, becan(e\many.poor ſouls may have 
(She kaly. Spirit working on them, and 
$ ring Fe f them £0 groan unto the Lord 
> hr We rcy 3: tengh. through: unbelie] 
be 3.46 Bofones for the preſent cannot 
abave thab they: 3re the people. of God 
: uck-a8 he delights ni; yet foraſmuch 
the. truth. ; of grace may ben them, _ 
ooh efors-1: hall, $6. encourage them, 
1 li devin recher theſe: fel Me 
ECDL 1893 Y 

may.:.1, ,Thar $ciipture! in Loky kx, 8. is 
Jy 1 6pconpaging to:any poor ſoul that 

d 4 'E 2 doth 


x00 7 mll pray with the Spivie; &c: 
doth hunger after Chiiſt Jeſus, In theſs 
5th, 6th, and zih verſeshe ſpeaketk 1 be 
"Parable of a man that went to his friend(ſ'” 
to borrow<hree loaves, who, becauſe]?” 
he was 1n bed, denied him, yet for his] 
impottunity-ſakeybe did arife and '3ive 
him; elearly/hghifying, tiiet'thouohſ'* 
poor ſoulsthroigh'the*Weakneſs of their”? 
faith cannot ſee that they are theftiend be 
of God, 'yet they: ſhouldnererlav: 
asking, ſeckingzand kndckitiyitl God's 
eoorfoer inercy; XALIRII BIB SH (Ei 
$o Mate; (aithCbriftip/ [> you Al 
though he wilt not ariſe Will-give Wim'b. 
four, be 1% this friend{' yeb FecableiF i 
rapor rata ry! (or ref cls defite? )-16 will 
 ariſoand gi#'binm 4 Ry ae heel 
mW Poor hearrahch trhefPalel RAG 
b - will not revard thess thaw damp RYCARY 
thar thow aft 4 friendif@ ime $afhet 
an enemycin this! dare Wt pb 
wirks, Col; 19287 4d theta fr Horry. 
tho dithfeh erties Orb anahtty 
Trouble me not, 1 cannot give unto thee $02 
as Hoff a gartbla Vat fp .cofici the 
nue knocking, (frying mhoadine and be: 
SA __ © wailins 


I will pray with the Spirit, 8c. 10x 
he[wailing of thy {elf :. 7 rell. rhee, though 
- allbe will not arefe. and gre thee, becauſe 
ndffthou art his friend ; jet. becauſe of thy im _ 
iefſportunty be will ariſe and groe thee as 
high 1417 45 thou needeſt. 

7h The fame in effe& you have diſco- 
ohvered, Luke 18. inthe parable of the 
unjuſt Judge, and the poor-Widow-z |} 
ber importunity prevailed with him. 

J- AnJ1 verily, mine own experience 
4Ftells-me,that there is nothing that doth 
1More prevatl-with God, than importu- 
ny dity, 1 

-Is it not {6 with you tn reſpect of 
your bzg2ars that come to your door 2 
jithugh you have no heart to give them | | 
Yany. thing at their firſt asking, yetiF Þ 
xAthey follow you, bemoaning them- : 
Aſelves, and will take no nay without 
Yan alms, you will give them; for their F| 
gcontinual b2gging overcometh yous, F 
a4 Are there bowels 1n you that are: | 
p{vicked, and will they be wrought up- Þ 
Jon by. an importuning beggar? Gor 
(1. I'hou aud do the like, Luke 11, It: 
Wu Þ 

ne 
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102 Till pray with the Spirit, &«c, | 
It is a prevailing motive, and that{Ker 
by good expertence ; He wiltariſe axdjpo 
pive thee as mary ai thog needeſt, Jupe 
I 6 

2, Another Encouragement for afenc 
poor trembling convinced ſoul, is, Toffers 
conſider the place, throne, or ſeat, onf - 
which the great God hath placed him-JWi! 
ſelf to hear the petitions and prayers]me 


| of poor creatures; and that is a Throneſtre 


= from above the Mercy ſeat. 


of Grace, Heb. 4. 16, The Mercy-Seat, It 
Exod. 25. 22, Which fGenifieth, thatYhe 
in the dayes of the Goſpel God hath] 
taken up his Seat, his abiding-place, ſor 
in mercy and forgiveneſs ; and fromJen 
thence he doth intend to hear the fin-Jna 
ner, and to commune with him, as he} G 
ſaith, Exed. 25, 22, (ſpeaking before Jan 
+ of the Mercy-Seat) And there wil INH 
I met with thee, Mark ; It is upon the 

| Mercy-Seat; There will I meet with m 
UL thee, and there will I commune with thee, | ar 


- Poor ſouls ! they are very apt to w 
entertain Rrange thoughts of God, and 
his carriage towards them, and ſud- 
hs denly 


—_— 
9» Mr, 0m a 


, | 7 willpray with the Spur, &c. 107 
hat(denly-to conclude, that God will have 
exdIIno regard unto them ; when yethe is 
Jupon the Mercy-Seat, and hath takttr- 
up his place on purpoſe there; to the 


ers of poor creatures, 
onfl If he had ſaid, I will commune 
n-Fvith thee from my Throne of Judge- 
:5Iment ; then indeed you might have 
neltiembled and fled from the face of the 
t, {oreat and glorious Majeſty, But when 
at}he ſaith, he will h:ar and commune 
thIwith ſouls upon the Throneof Grace, 
e, for from the Mercy-Seat;' this ſhould # 
mſencourage thee, and cauſe thee to hope, | 
1-nay to come boldly to the Throne of -# 
e | Grace, that thou mayeſt obtain mercy,. Þ 
e and'find Grace to help in time of need, . 
I} Heb, 4. 16. ""M 
ef 3. Therets yet another Encourage-. Þ 
þ | ment to continue in Prayer with God, F 
, | and that 1s this, WE 
As there is x Mercy-Seat ;-*from *Þ 
>. | whence: God 1s willtf? to. commune- 
| | with poor finners ; ſo there is alfo by | 
this Mercy-ſeat, Feſme Chriſt who coy- - 
E 4 tnually 


end he may hear and regard the pray- | 


104 I will pray with the Spirit, &c, 
tinually beſprinkleth with his blood. 
Hence it 1s called, The -Blood ofthe 
| fpronkling, Heb. 12, 14. "of wit 
} . When the” High Prieſt under theſhel; 

Law. was to. 20 into the Holieſt, whereſpar 
the Mercy- ſeat Was, he might not go.inf 1 
without blood, Heb, 9, 7. = wh! 
| Qu: #hy 7 pr | leal 
| - Anſw, Becauſe,though God was up-ſkpe 
{| on the Mercy- ſeat, yet he was perfect-$L0: 
| Iy juſt as well as merciful. 

The- Blo6d wastoiltop Juſtice from 
ranning out upor tae Perſons Concern- 
ed in the! Interceſſion of the High 
Prieſt, as. in Levit, 16, 13, 14, 15, iv 
36, To figmihie, that all thine unwor- 
Ws thineſs rhat thou feareſt, ſhould not] 

|: hinder, thee from comin2 to God in 
W Chrilt, for mercy. 
18 x Thou cryeſt out,that thou art vile, 
Wh and therefore God will not regard thy 
Y Prayers. *'Tis true, 1f thou- delight in 
t jn thy yileneſs, and come to God out 
of a meer pcetence, Burt if from a ſence 

of thy viltene(s thou doſt pour out thy 
| heart to God,defiring to'be ſaved Ry 
tne 


[ will pray with the Spirit, 8c, IOF. 
| ofthe guilt and cleanſed from the filth, 


eſs will not cauſe the Lord-ro-ftop 1s 

erefear from hearing of. thee. 

\inl The value of the blood of Chriſt 
which 1s ſprinkled upon the Mercy- 
eat, Rops the courſe of Juſtice, and 

ip-fbpens a flood-gate for the mercy of the 

+.ÞLord to beextended unto thee, 


mf Thou haſt, therefore, as aforeſaid, 
n-fſboldneſs to enter into the Holieſt, by the 
oh $Þ/o0d- of Jeſus, that hath made a new and 
5, living way- for thee, thou ſhalt not dye, 
i-BHeb 10. 19, 20. 
ot Beſides, Jeſus is there,,not only to 
n ſprinkle the Mzrcy-ſeat with. his biood; 
but he ſneaks, and.bis. b'0od ſpeaks ; he 
hath audience ; and his: blood hath FLO 
y Fhience ; . Infomuch , that God ſaith, 
a Inhen he doth but fee the bload, he wal 
t paſs over you , and the plague ſhall not b&- 
e 04 908, Ko. Exod,32, 12, | 


y 

a | 1 ſhall. not derein you any longer, 
e [Be ſober and: humble:; Go to tne. Fa- 
E 


vith all thy heart.;. fear not,, thy vile 


EM I 


196. ['will pray wth the Spirit, &C- 
ther in the Name of the Son, and tell th 
him your caſe, .ip the aſſiſtance of theſ® 
Spirit, and you will then feel the bene-ſ!* 
fit of praying with the Spirit, and witt th 
Underſtanding alſo. th 


25 E WL, 


A" Word of Reproof. £ 
| Fhis ſp2aks ſadly to you who-neverf}, 
prayat all. b, be 
1 will pray, ſaith the Apoſtle ; andy® 
ſo faith rhe heart of them that aigJ'© 
Chriſtians. | D 
Thou then art not a Chriſtian, that dic 
art not a-praying perſon. for 
The Promiſe is, That every.one-that 
« righteous ſhall pray, Plal. 324.6. os 
| Thouthen art a wicked weetch thaip'"* 
W prayeſt not, 6, kin 
a 7 «c0% got the name of 1ſrae/by wrelt: ſon 
ling with: God, Gez, 32, And all hig 7 
7} Children bare that name with himy* 
tit Gal. 6. ate ee ; ter 
tb Bat the People that forget ou po! 
' 84 7 t249y. 


I will pray with the Spirit, &c, to 
eltfthat call not on the Name of the Lord, 
thefſthey have prayer made for them, buc 
1e.fitis ſuch as this,” Por owt thy fary upon 
irhlithe heathen, O Lord, and upon the People 
that call not #pon thy Name, Jer,10. 25. 
How like thou this, O thou that art 
ſo far off from pouring out thine heart 
before God, that thou goeſt to bed like 
a Dog, andTiſeR like an Hog, or a Sor, 
and forgetteſt to call upon God ?- 
erf What wilt thou do when thou ſhalt. 
be damned in hell, becauſe thou couldſt? 
nd not find 1n thine heart to ask for hea-- 
W{- yen 2. | 
Who will grieve for thy-ſorrow,that Þ} 
204 01d not count mercy worth asking _ | 
for ?- 
fd 1 tell thee,. the Ravens, the Dogs, 1 
&c. ſhall riſe upin Judgment againſt: Þ 
ag thee, for they: will according' to their: Þ 
kind, make figns, and a noife for. 
2.1 ſomething. to refreſh them when they- | 
-4 want it ; but thou haſt northe heart to: Þ 
ask- for Heaven, 'thongh thou mult e. {1 
ternally perith 1n Hell; if thou hatt it: 5 
not,. 


— Es. I” a an te 


T 


2. This | 


"x08 Iwilpray with the Spirit, &*c. | I 
F 2, This rebukes you that make it 
your buſineſs to ſlight, mock at, and 
ng the, Spirtt; and praying by 
, that. | | 
What will. you do when God ſhall.hi 
come to reckon for theſe things ?. 
You count. it high Treaſon to. ſpeak 
but a word againſt.the King, Nay, you 
_ tremble at the thoughts of it ; and yet 
in the. mean time you will blaſpheme 
the Spirit of the Lord. | 
_ Js God indeed to bz dallied with, 
and will.the end be pleaſant unto.you.? 


Did God ſend his. holy Spirit into 
the hearts of his People to that end, 
WH that you ſhould taunt at it? is this to, 

If ſerve-God ? And doth this demon- 
monſtrate the Reformation. of yout 
WH Church ?. Nay, is it not the mark of 
f implacable Reprobates ? 
W 'O ſearful! can- you not be content 
| to be damned: for your fins againſt the fel 
law, but you muſt Gn againſt the Holy ſop 
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I will pray with the Spirit, &c, Tom _ 

Muſt the holy, harmleſs, and unde-" 

d Filed Spiiit-of Grace ; the nature-of- 

y Þod,. the promiſe of- Chrilt, the.com- 2 
oiter of his Children, that without _ 

{.Þkbich, no man can do-any. ſervice ac- | 


eptable to the Father :. Muſt this, I 
ky, b2.the burthen. of your Song,, ta 
u aunt, deride, and mockat ?. 
et If God. ſent Corgh and bu company 
ie ſheadlong to bell; for ſpeaking againſt Mo- 

is and. Aaron, Nuind. 16, do. you that 
h, mock. at the Spirit of Chriſt, think ta _ 
? ſcape unpuniſhed ? Heb, 10,29, ,, |þ 

Did you never read what God did 
to ſto Annanias and Saphira,for telling but: _ 
q, ſpoe Lye againſt it As 5, 2, 23425) y 
(OW, 7... 1 
-| Alſo: to Simon Mag, for but ugs 
' dervaluing of it, Atts 8. 18, 19,. 20» 
of 21, 


And will: thy fin be a virtue, .or. 7 
nt Junrewarded with vengeance, that. mi- 
16 ſkeſt it thy buſineſs torage againſt, and 
ly Þppoſe its Office, . Setvice;and ;Help, 
tnat it giveth. unto the Children, of * 
God 2; £53 
Tex &; IVES be 


 n10 I-willpray with the Spirit, &c, 
- Iris a fearful thing todo deſpite und * 
tothe Spirit of Grace : contpare Matho, 
12, 3: WithCHark, 3. 30. the 
3. As this is the doom of thoſe whihe 

do openly blaſpheme the holy Ghoſthn 
m a Way of diidain and reproach toitS{, 
office and ſervice :' So alſo it is ſad folhe 
you, who refit this Spirit of Prayer, bot 

a Form of man's inventing. A venſkitt 
jugsle of the Devil, that the Traditif] | 
ons of ten ſhould be of better efteemfhoy 
and more to bz owned, than the Spiriffif x 
of Prayer. h; 
What is this leſs than that accurſeÞÞ, 

| Abomination of Jeroboam, which kepfhha; 
many from going to Feruſalems,the plachi 
and way of God's appointment to wot 
fhip, x Kings 12.26, &e, andby thiff þ 
means broughc ſuch diſpleaſure fromſjy , 
God upon them, as to this day is nofþc 5 
4appeaſed ? | to # 
- One would think that God's JadgeJ,s ; 
 Meznts of old upon! the Hypocrites vffiyi; 
that: day, ſhould make them rhat hav$eq x 
= Heard of ſuch thibgs,take heed and feafh1;, 
i todo (0, Ye teh 


1 will pray mith the Spirit, ec, xrw 
unJ Yet the DoRors of our day are ſo far 
{atom taking of warning by the puniſh= © 
ment of others, that they 'd6 moſt de. 
VIGperately ruſh into the ſame tranſgrefſi- 
olt$n ( viz.) To ſet up an Inſtitution. of | 
1I'WMan, neither commanded. nor come | 
tended of God : and whoſoever wiſk | 
 Viſpot obey herein, they muft be driven | 
©!\&ither out of the Land,or the World, 
Ny Hath. God required thefe things at. 
MFour hands ? If he hath, ſhew us where. 
IWF not (as I am ſure he hath not) Fhety 
hat curſed preſumption 18 it in any,. 
[eÞPope, Biſhop, or other, to comman f 
Phat in the Worſhip of God which he | 
Kath not required ? 
or | 
ny Nay, further : It is'not-that part on- 
"Mly of the Form; Which 1s ſeveral Texts 
1 Scripture, that we are commanded 
toſay ; but even all muſt be confeſſed: 
Js the Divine Worſhip of God; net. 
Anichtanding thoſe ablurdities contains 
Ved therein, whieh-becauſ& they are at | 
hroe diſcovered by others; I' omit the- * 
tchearſal of theme. -_ +. wn 
_ Again, 


»12 1 will praywith the Spirit, &c, ; 
 _ - Again, Though a manbe willing td. a 
+ hvenever ſo peaceably ;,.yet becauſgh t 
| he catnet+. for Conſcience-ſake ownk;n 
that, for one of the moſt eminent part,y 
of Gods Worſhip,which he never conf. 
manded : therefore muſt that man be 
booked upon as-fattious,. ſeditious, er{ p- 
roneous, heretical; a diſparagemen, 
to the Church, a ſeducer of the Peopl:h 
and what not ? Lord, what will be the 
fit Fruit of chz(e things ! when for the D: 
Wi . ctrine of God, there is impoſed ( that 
Wi is more than taught-)-the Traditions: d 
Men? .. -: xr a td 
. Thus415 the:Spirit of Prayer diſowndrn 
ed, and the Form impoſed ; the Spi4 
rit debiſed, and the Form extolled: 
they that praywith the Spiric, though 
pever fo humble-and holy, countedþny; 
Phaxaticks ; and they that pray withſhi 
the;Form,though with that only, coun- 
ted-the.Kertuors. And how will the (: 
yorites.of ſuch. a,praRice, aniwer that tc 
$cripture which-commandeth.,. thatÞ;n, 
tne Church ſhowld tuyy way from'ſuch ah] i 
ave. a Form of GoJline(s', but we 
ENT the 


ng 


I wlll pray with ib;  Spirie, 8 &c. 113 4 
: Power thereof 2:12 Tins 3, 545 7 
S (And if ſhould ſay, That men that” - 
uſ theſe things aforeſatd, do advances * 
irm of Prayer of other mens making, 
tFove the Spirit of Prayer,it would not 
IYke long time to prove. the”! 


a 


> "KR 


£ . 
- es d 
to ent ter tf Fd onda. 


et For, He chat: 2dvancerh the Book of, 
DB1m-Prayer , above the Spirit of 
le er, he doth advance a Form. of. 
dens making above 1t. 

:4 But this do all thoſe who: baniſh; or 
2S&re to- baniſh. them that-pray with 
"08: Spirit of Prayer ,. while they hag 
'$d imbrace them: that pray by that 
"Srm onfy , .and that becauſe they do 


d : Therefore they jove:and advance; | 
oF: Form of their .own, - or others in« | 
"ning, b:fore the Spirit of Prayer, 
ich is God's. ſpecial and gracious 
N »oIntment. : 

? 


Up If you defire the deginy "of bs 
Uno, look into the-Goals in England; 
44 into the Ale»houſes of the ſame-:: 


ny and 
þ | 


3 E; Tail p pr 06h 6 4 Spirit; 


"and I believe you will find rhofe&thiſnc 
Ks che! Spirit of Prayer in thi 

and ws thad took after tt 
| Form of mens Inventions only, in th 
Ale-houſe. 

It is evident alfo, by the filencinge 
God's dear Miniſters, though neverſ 
powerfuſly enab{ed by the Spirit « 
Prayer; if they in conſcience, canut 
admit of that ron of Commoun- Pray 


IF this be not an exalting the Com 
#on-Prajer-Book above either prayit 
by the Spirit of preaching the Word, 
have taken my matk amiſs, 

It is not pleaſant for me to dwell 
this ; the Lord in mercy turn th 
hearts of the People ro ſeek more afte} 
the Spirit of Pedyer; ind in the fireng! 
of that: to-pour out thets ſouls befor 
_" the Lord. 

K-. Only let me ſay, It is 2 ſad fig 
© I that, which is one _of the mol 
Eninear patrs of the pretended Wot Il 
. tip df Dod, is Amtichtiſtian ; whe 


bans nothing bur! Tradid tion of me 
ao]. 


bo 
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4:4 thee: ene ba, T4 
old a ov Ffor it, 
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= vith this Word of Advi ce 10 
to to al Gods People. p 2 

| 1. LW EL 

| Þ JElieve. that! 4s - ſafe 
you are1n the Way ol 3 
od, you muſt meet wich, 
J<mprations.. . 22344 


for. 3 
; The farſt day here Fj 
hou doſt enter ine! -hrifte 


fo S Congregitionple 
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